Meerut to CP daily: The impossible now an hour’s ride

How RRTS Is Changing Lives,
Redefining Concept Of NCR

Ashni Dhaoritimesofindiacom

™ ne of those waiting ea-
( ) gerly for the Delhi see-
tion of rapid rail to

open is Yogesh Kumar.

The 38-year-old income-
tax officer lives the life that
lakhs of working professio-
nals stayving away from their
families in Delhi-NCR do,
travelling over weekends to
visit their loved ones.

Yogesh, whose wife, kids
and parents are in Meerut,
has been doing this for 10 ye-
ars since he got the job and
moved into a rented house in
Vaishali. This March, hewill
move back to Meerut, a possi-
bility that dawned on him
whenrapidrail’sfirststretch
was inaugurated in Oct 2023.

It takes about an hour for
Yogesh to reach his office in
Delhi's Connaught Place

from his house. He tukes met-
ro’s Blue Line from Va
After the inauguration of the
Delhi section, Yogesh said he
can take rapidrail from Mee-
rut Seuth, which will bring
him to Anand Vihar in aro-
und 35 minutes, From Anand
Vihar, he will transit to the
same Blue Line to reach CP,

He will add anather 45 mi-
nutes or o to his travel but
save on rent of Rs 15,000 a
month. By June, whentheen-
tire Delhi-Meerut eorridor
becomes functional, rapid
rail will make living in Mee-
rutand working in Delhi, No-
jdaor Ghaziabad possible for
many, redefining the very
concept of NCR.

In its 14 months of opera-
tions, it has become evident
to its early riders that rapid
rall is more than just a faster
way totravel —it'sreshaping
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a5 he takes a ride in a Namo Bharat train on Sunday

lives, reconnecting families,
and opening doors to new op-
portunities.

“Last year, when rapid ra-
il started operations till Mee-
rut South, visiting home
even on single off days beca-
me possible. Now, with the
Delhi streteh opening, T ean
take the train directly to

Anpand Vihar I no longer ne-
ed tolive in Vaishali. 1 ean be
with my family in Meerut,"
Yogesh, who this correspon-
dent met on a rapid rail train
from Meerut South to Sahi-
babad two days before the
Delhi section was opened, sa-
id.

Hundreds of working

professionals and students
are regulars on these six-co-
ach trains that glide across
the42km section -55km from
Sunday — in 30 minutes at a
frequency of 13 minutes.

Amongthemis Atul Pal,a
resident of Shatabdi Vihar
in Meerut whomoved back to
his hometown last May, vaca-
ting his rented flat in Ghazia-
bad's Vasundhara, “1 rented
the place after | got a jobat a
factory in Sahibabad in 2019,
My parents stayed back in
Meerut. My wife and I moved
here. Butonce the trainto Sa-
hibahad began, there was no
need to stay in Vasundhara
and spend on rent,” said Pal,
whoreaches his factory from
his house in an hour

For Pooja Sen, the rapid
rail eorridor presented an
opportunity that did not ex-
ist earlier The 27-year-old
Modinagar resident took up
a sales job at a car showroom
in Ghaziabad. “If not for ra-
pid rail, I would not have be-
enable totake up this jobas [

dreaded the long commute to
and from Maodinagar, for
which you have to either take
buses that are crowded and
slow or multiple shared au-
tos,” shesaid.

For Sanjay Kumar, who
runsasportsstore in Ghazia-
bad's Turab Nagar and sour-
ces from a sports equipment
manufacturing factory in
Meerut's Partapur, procure-
ment has become a breeze.
“Traveling between Ghazia.
bad and Meerut is a hassle,
But with rapid rail, my busi-
ness hasgot anew lifelineas|
can go and meet my supplier
easily,” he said,

Then there is Dalbir Pal,
who lives in Greater Noida
West and needs to visit Modi-
nagar for his wife's medteal
appointments. “We lived the-
re and maved out five years
ago, but our family doctor is
still there, Earlier, we would
go there on my bike, which is
not very safe. Now, I just park
my hike at the Ghaziabad
RRTS station, take the train

and reach Modinagar in 15
minutes,” hesaid.

Students make up a good
number of daily commuters.
Kanika Rathi, who studies at
IMR College in Duhali, moved
out of the town and found
herself a PGaccommodation
in Vasundhara when rea-
ching Duhai by rapid rail be-
came possible. “The PGs in
Duhaiare in rural areas, and
after sunset, it is not safe
And there is nothing to do,”
she said.

Yashika Arora, mean-
while, sees her weekends
opening up June onwards
when the full length of the
corridor becomes operatio-
nal. “The Meerut South sta-
tion is around 15km from Me-
erut city, soone still hasto ta-
ke abus from there,” said the
Meerut Cantt resident, who
works in Noida and visits ho-
me on weekends, The to and
fro travel takes up half a day
of the weekend. She looks
forward to getting her full
weekend back.



