{ THE BIG PICTURE }

The Maha Kumbh of faith
is also a logistical marvel

The spectacle reflects India's
ability to honour its ancient
traditions while embracing
modern advancements

he Kumbh Mela symbolises
falth, wnity, and humanity’s
timeless connection to the
divine. It commemorates the
spilling of the nectar of immor-
tality (conrit) at four sacred sites
— Prayagraj, Haridwar, Uisain, and Nashik
— during a cosmic struggle, with its
timing dictated b£ celestial ali
ments, Over time, Kumbh Mela
evolved, Blending ancient tradi-
tions with moedern innovations,

On February 4, 2019, Kumbh

gratitude to the organisers and workers
who made the event g global success,

The 2019 Kumbh set new benchmarks for
cleanliness and public sanitation. Com-
pared fo just 5,000 community toilets in
B3, the 2014 event saw 112,500 tailets.
complemented by 20,004 dusthins and 160
waste transport vehides. Innovative meas-
ures, such as water jet spray machines for
cleaning, significantly reduced water wast:
aze and eased sanitation work.

Toilers were straregically placed for
accessibility and included gender-speeific
and disability-lriendly designs, Pink toilets
for women, serviced by female
workers, encouraged adoption,
while elderly-friendly toilets
addressed inclusivity. The intro:
duction of impervious sewage
tanks eliminated the risk of river

unparalleled scale aned significance,

With the 2025 Mahalambh Mela in Pray-
agraj expected to host over 300 million pil-
arims from across the globe, the scale and
ambition of the preparations are unprece-
dented under the leadership of Uttar Pra-
desh chief minister Yogi Adityanath. Guided
by the successes of the ransformative 2019
Mela, the upcoming cditdon promises a
seamless blend of devotion, technology, and
sustainability, setting new ghbal bench-
marks.

One key focusis on expanding the venue
amd accessibility. The numberof ghas will
e sigmificantly increased to enable safe and
arderly bathing, even during peak days, sup-
ported by advanced crowd management
wch nigues to avoid congestion, Transport

infrastructure is being enhanced, with spe-
cial trains and improved railway networks
connecting Pravagraj tomajor cities, Mult-

Mela witnessed the largest peaceful Amitabh contaminatian,

wathering of humanity ever Kant One vl t D
recorded, This extraordinary event an wis an odour-dispeling solution,
is a celebration of faith, commu- = firse tested during the 2013 Magh

nity, and commerce. With fairs,
educational events, religious discourses by

Mela and scaled up for Kumbh
019, Produced on-site by student research:

saints, mass gotherings of mmk& und
diverse entertai the K
fies the vibrant ethes of Indian society.

The 2009 edition in Prayagraj was partic-
ularly remarkable, hosting an estimated 240
million visitors over 50 days, with 20 mil-
lion attending on February4 alone. Held at
the confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna, and
the labled Saraswad rivers, preparations
included a sprawling tent city across 3,200
hectares with 440 km of temporary roads.
21 pontoon bridges, nearly 50,000 LED
streetlights, amd extensive sanitation infra-
structure.

Prime Minister Narendra Mod?s visitto
the Kumbh Mela in 2019 was a gesture of

ers, nearly 65 ODO Ium a!'thw solutien were

ily. Iy, swach-
hagrahis (cleanliness volunteers) played a
pivotal role in mainuinlng sanitation and

Tane high , upraded and
expanded parking areas are being devel-
oped to manage heavy vehicular traffic.
Additionally, Prayagrajairport is undergo-
ing an expansion to handle increased pas-
senger capacity, with chartered flights
introduced for international pilgrims.

To cater to the millions of plgrims. pub-
lic amenities are being upgraded on an

pmmoﬂr\g lnitet usage. pp d with loT
these mon-

itored 60,000 ilets across the sprawling
grounds, ensuring real-time {ssue resolu-

o This nftlaive nol only enhanced oper
ational efficiency butalso empowered the
volunteers, many of whom were vouth and
women. In 2017, UNESCO Inscribed the
Kumbh Mela on fts list of Tntangible Cul-
turinl Heritage of Humanity. The 2019 odi

tion lived up to this honour, showeasing
India's capacity for erganising events af

d scale. Over 50,000 eco-

The 2025 Mahakumbh Mela is poi

overcrowding. Pilgrims will have access to
dedicated mobile apps offering real-time
informaticn on routes, ghal tmings,

d tounite faith, i

anid

Safery and security are paramount for an
event of this scale. Over 10,000 CCTV cam-
rras with Al t.nhmu.c:l {aci.t! recognition

weather updates, and v services,
Moreover, a cashless economy will be pro-
moted through digital paymentsystems.
Sustainability isa cornerstone of the X125
Mele, building on the green initistives intro-
duced in 2019, A zero-waste policy will
guide operations, with extensive recycling
systems and composting facilities in place.
Plastic use will be strictly regulated, and

logry will monitor the premises, while
thousands of personnel, including para-
medics, fire services, and disaster response
teams, will remiain on standby, Temporary
hospitala and clinies, equipped with
advanced medical facilities and supported
bw telemedicine services, will ensure timely
health care for attendees,
"I“hr.- Mahakumbh Mela 2025 will also be

ility on an unpr

seale. L

respensibility and spiritual growth.

To enhance its glebal appeal, tourist
friendly initiatives such as mulilingual
information centres and guided toars wil
cater to foreign visitors, Spiritual wurism
packages, including heritage walks, wil
highlight the region’s rich history. nclusive
provisians for dilferently abled individuals
including wheelchairaccessible zones and
persenalised assistance, will ensure a wel
coming environmentfor all.

The mza Mahal:umhh Mctu is polsed 10

fnmdiytm!ots:l.nd portable units
will ensure hygiene and convenience. Clean
drinking water facilities, solar-powered
lighting, and expansive shelters are being
developed, reflecting a commitment to pil-
grims’ comfort and well-being. Technology
will play a pivotal role in transforming the
Mahakumbh 2025 experience.

Artificial IntelligenceiAl}-povered crowd
control systems, supported by drones, will
manitor real-time crowd density to prevent

iodegr will be p
for packaging and utilities. Advanced water
treatment plants and real-ime quality mon-
ltoring systems will ensure the sanctity of
the Ganga and Yamuna rivers, while mas-
sive afforestation drives around the river-
banks aim to mitigate soil erosion and
irmyprove water retention, Renewable energy
sources like salar panels md bio-cnergy sys-
tems will pewer large sections of the Mela,
significantly reducing itscarbon footprint.

pirituml
pm'lhnns will feature traditional music,
dance, and art from across the country, with
exhibiions on the history and sclence of the
Kumbh Mela, complemented by VR experi-
ences. Interfaith dialogues mvaolving global
spiritual leaders and scholars will toster
harmeay andundersanding among diverse
faiths. Specinl programmes for youth,
including workshops, clean-up drives, and
volunteering opportunities, aim toe instil

beasp land ical marvel, uniting
faith, innovation, and sustainability on an
unprecedented scale, It reflects India’s abil
ity b honour our andent traditions while
embracing modern advancements, offering
an unfargettable experience for million:
worldwide,
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