EvVERY TourisT CONTRIBUTES TO LocAL EMPLOYMENT: GOovT

State retains top slot in domestic
tourism footfall for 3rd straight year
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LLUCKNOW, JANUARY 2

UTTAR PRADESH has retainedits
number one position in domes-
tic tourist arrivals for the third
consecutive year, This helpedin
the transformative impact of
tourism on the state's economy.
According to a government
spokesperson, every tourist con-
tributes to local employment
through expenditures on ac-
commodation, food, transporta-
tion and shopping, thereby en-
hancing the standard of living for
residents. Over time, this influx
directly bolsters both the state
and national economies,
Boasting the highestnumber
of operational expressways and
threeintérnational airports, with
the fourth — Asia’s largest inter-
national airport atJewar —setto
opensoonafterasuccessful trial
landing, the state is continually
improving the travel experience
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Sadhus of ‘Shree Mahanirvani Akhada’ take part in the
‘Chavni Pravesh’, the royal entry procession for Maha
Kumbh, towards Sangam in Prayagraj on Thursday. rri

forvisitors. Uttar Pradesh has 15
functional airports, with six
more under construction, the
spokesperson added.
Ontheinfrastructure front, he
said, six expressways are opera-
tional and construction is under-
way on seven more. The expan-
sion of metro services across
major cities further enhances the
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tourist experience, ensuring
pleasant, safe and enjoyable jour-
neys. To ensure that every tourist
leaves with lasting memories of
Uttar Pradesh, the government
has introduced initatives such
as training tourist guides and de-
ploying specially trained tourism
police in select locations.
Recognising tourism's grow-
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ing importance, educational in-
stitutions are launching new
programs. IGNOU, for example,
has introduced atourism degree
focused on Kashi and its sur-
roundings, with similar initia-
tives expected to follow, boost-
ing the sector's development.

The state has witnessed ex-
ponential growth in tourist
numbers overthe past five years,
with 8.70 crore visitors in 2020,
rising to 10.97 crore in 2021,
3218 crore in 2022, and 48.01
crorein2023.

By June 2024, the state had
recorded 32.98 crore visitors.
Over the past seven years, Uttar
Pradesh has hosted a total of
198.08 croredomestic and inter-
national tourists,

With the Maha Kumbhin
Prayagraj scheduled for 2025,
this figureis projected to rise to
an average of 35-40 crore visitors
annually, further establishing
Uttar Pradesh as a leading
tourism hub in the country.
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