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India-Japan Partnership to Strengthen Buddhist Tourism,
Enhancing Uttar Pradesh’s Pilgrimage Sites for Global
Travelers: This Is The Latest News

@ Tuesday, February 18, 2025

A recent diplomatic exchange between Uttar Pradesh, India, and Japan has reinforced the deep historical
and cultural ties between the two regions, with a particular focus on Buddhist tourism development. The
visit by a high-level Japanese delegation. l=d by Ko Osada, Deputy Governor of Yamanashi Prefecture, has
marked an important step in enhancing cross-border collaborations, paving the way for increased tourism,
economic investment, and cultural exchange.

This engagement highlights Uttar Pradesh’s ongoing efforts to position itself as a premier Buddhist
pilgrimage destination, capitalizing on its historic significance as the land where Buddha walked, taught, and
attained Mahaparinirvana. \With the support of Japan—a country with a profound Buddhist heritage—this
collaboration is expected to boost international tourism and strengthen Indo-Japanese ties in the travel
sector.

Uttar Pradesh’s Push for Buddhist Tourism Growth

India, particularly Uttar Pradesh, has long been recognized as 2 major hub for Buddhist pilgrimage tourism,
with sacred sites such as Sarnath, Kushinagar, and Shravasti attracting millions of pilgrims and cultural
travelers from across the world. The recent engagement between Uttar Pradesh Tourism officials and
Japanese delegates vas aimed at expanding these pilerimage routes and further developing tourism-related
infrastructure.

During the meeting held at Hotel Taj Mahal in Gomti Nagar, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh’s Principal Secretary
of Tourism and Culture, Mukesh Kumar Meshram, presented 2 detailed overview of the state's tourism
potential. The discussion focused on the Uttar Pradesh Tourism Land Lease Policy 2024, which aims to
attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) by offering 2 90-year land lease to investors interested in
developing tourism infrastructure.
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One of the key highlights of this policy is the allocation of 179.77 acres of land for developing enhanced
pilgrimage facilities, making it easier for tourists—especially those from Japan and other Buddhist-majority
nations—to explore India’s revered Buddhist circuit.

Japan’s Role in Strengthening Buddhist Tourism in Uttar Pradesh

Japan has historically maintained a strong connection to Buddhist teachings, and its role in promoting
pilgrimage tourism in Indiz is expanding. During the meeting, Ko Osada, Deputy Governor of Yamanashi
Prefecture, expressed Japan's deep admiration for Uttar Pradesh’s historical significance and its
importance in global Buddhist heritage.

He referred to tourism as “spreading the light of knowledge”, underscoring Japan's commitment to
strengthening its ties with Uttar Pradesh. He further announced that a larger Japanese delegation vwould
soon visit the region to explore additional tourism investment opportunities.

Adding to this discussion, Neerendra Upadhyay, Advisor to the Yamanashi Prefecture Government, spoke
about the spiritual and historical connections between Japan and Uttar Pradesh. He emphasized the
potential for increased bilateral tourism, tourism-related investments, and academic collaborations,
reinforcing Japan's enthusiasm for working closely with Uttar Pradesh to drive sustainable economic
growth through tourism.

Tourism Minister Jaiveer Singh’s Vision for Indo-Japanese Cooperation

Speaking on behalf of the Uttar Pradesh government, Hon'ble Tourism and Culture Minister Jaiveer Singh
reiterated the state’s pivotal role in Buddhist history and its long-standing spiritual ties with Japan. He noted
that millions of devotees visit the sacred Buddhist sites of Uttar Pradesh annually, making it one of the
world's most important religious tourism destinations.

Jaiveer Singh expressed confidence that this visit would not only strengthen Indo-Japanese relations but
also significantly contribute to expanding Buddhist tourism in Uttar Pradesh. His remarks reflected the
government’s commitment to improving tourism infrastructure, enhancing visitor experiences, and

facilitating cross-cultural exchanges betvween the two nations.

Key Focus Areas for Tourism Development
Uttar Pradesh Tourism officials have identified several key areas for immediate and long-term development:

Infrastructure Expansion - IVlodernizing facilities at Buddhist pilgrimage sites to accommodate a growing number of
international travelers.

Enhanced Connectivity - Improving road, rail, and air links to make travel easier for tourists, especially from Japan.
Sustainable Tourism Initiatives - Ensuring that cevelopment aligns with environmental conservation and culturzal
preservation.

Cultural Exchange Programs - Promoting educationzl collaborations between Uttar Pradesh and Japan through
university partnerships and Buddhist studies programs.

Global Implications of Strengthened Indo-Japanese Tourism Ties

The expansion of Buddhist tourism collaborations between Uttar Pradesh and Japan is expected to have
far-reaching implications for the global travel industry. As more tourists seek spiritual and heritage-driven
travel experiences, Indiz's positioning as a Buddhist pilgrimage hub will attract alarger share of
international travelers, especizlly from Japan, South Korea, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar—azl! of
which have strong Buddhist communities.

This development could pave the way for increased airline connectivity., allowing direct flights from
Japanese cities to Buddhist destinations in Uttar Pradesh, thereby stimulating inbound tourism.
Additionally, the investment potential brought in through the 90-year land lease policy could zttract global
hospitality brands, tour operators, and infrastructure developers secking to tap into the region’s growing
tourism economy.

With Buddhist tourism emerging as a key growth driver for Uttar Pradesh’s economy, the state is poised to
strengthen its status as a premier pilgrimage destination, while simultanecushy fostering international
diplomatic and economic cooperation.

A Promising Future for Buddhist Tourism in Uttar Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh Tourism has reiterated its commitment to expanding the state’s presence in the global
tourism market, particularly by focusing on Buddhist pilgrimage tourism. \With Japan's continued
involvement, new infrastructure projects, and sustainable tourism policies, the region is set to witness a
significant rise in international arrivals over the next decade.

The engagement between Uttar Pradesh and Japan stands as 2 model for cross-border tourism
collaborations, showcasing how cultural and religious heritage can serve as a bridge between nations. By
enhancing facilities, strengthening connectivity, and promoting investment, Uttar Pradesh is shaping itself
into 2 world-class destination for Buddhist travelers.

With tourism leaders from both regions actively working on new projects and initiatives, the Indo-Japanese
partnership is expected to drive long-term economic benefits, while preserving and promoting the spiritual
heritage that connects millions of people across continents.



