Wetlands can also help boost
economlc opportun|t|e5° Yogi

‘UP Govt Aims
To Promote
Eco-Tourism’
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Lucknow: Insisting that envi-
ronmental conservation is also
linked to the economic growth
of aregion, Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath on Sunday stres-
sed that wetlands play a role in
groundwater conservation, ir-
rigation, drinking water avai-
lability, flood control, and car-
bon storage.

Presiding over an event to
mark World Wetlands Day held
atParvati ArgaBird Sanctuary
in Gonda, Yogi said, “While
preserving vegetation, wildli-
fe, and bird species, the wet-
lands have a huge potential to
boost economic opportunities
inaplace and need to be develo-
ped toattract tourists.”

Formed by the Saryu river
hundreds of years back, Yogi
highlighted the exceptional
landscape Parvati Agra has
shaped along the Nawabganj-
~-Mankapur highway.

Speaking about the conser-
vation efforts of both central
and state govt, Yogi noted that
under PM Narendra Modi, the
number of Ramsar sites in the
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country increased significant-
ly from 23 to 89 over the past de-
cade. He expressed concerns
such as unauthorised encro-
achment and unplanned const-
ruction, which would threaten
the wetlands in the long run,
andurgedlocal administration
to proactively deal with such is-
sues to restore the ecological
balance. Referring to the 1971
Ramsar International Wetland
Convention, Yogi said it was
the first major step taken to
conserve and preserve the wet-
lands. The economic aspects of
environmental conservation
were a key focus of the CM's
address. He highlighted how
eco-tourism, heritage tourism,
and spiritual tourism have be-
come major employment gene-
ratorsin UP.

Sharing Ayodhya's remar-
kable example before the audi-

ence, Yogisaid that the number
of tourists surged from 2.35
lakh in 2016 to over 16.1 crore in
2024, a scenario resulting in
creating thousands of opportu-
nities for the local youths and
economic growth.

The CMurgedlocal officials
to explore options that could le-
ad to increased income for the
local population with the help
of tourism opportunities aro-
und Parvati Arga Sanctuary to
boost the income of the local
villagers.

The CM announced plans to
develop the Tikriforestin Man-
Kapur into an open safari, ai-
ming to establish Gonda and
the Awadh region as signifi-
cant eco-tourism destinations.

“Environmental sustaina-
bility remains our priority to
support the vision of PM Modi
and progress towards net zero

emission by 2070," said Yogi.

He highlighted the success-
ful transition to cleaner coo-
kingfuels being provided to ho-
useholds under the Ujjwala
scheme.

“Green cover in UP expan-
ded significantly, with 210 crore
saplings planted over eight ye-
ars, maintaining a 70% survi-
valrate,” hesaid.

The CM also noted Gonda's
transformation from being
ranked among the dirtiest dis-
tricts in the country eight years
back to its current status. He
mentioned the empowerment
of the previously marginalised
Vantangiya community as
another significant achieve-
ment.

Union state minister and
Gonda MP Kirti Vardhan
Singh, cabinet minister Dara
Singh Chauhan, and indepen-
dent state environment and fo-
rest minister Arun Kumar Sax-
ena, among other local repre-
sentatives, were also present.

As part of the event, Yogi fe-
licitated the top three winners,
all young girls. While Shradd-
ha Maurya(class 8) secured the
top spot in all three painting
competitions, Aditi Langori
(class 9) won the quiz competi-
tion and Archita Singh (Class
12) won the street play competi-
tion.

All three got a cash reward
and a certificate.



