ET CONCLAVE: Stakeholders Present Plan For Better Care

‘UP healthcare sector saw
massive growth since 2017’

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Brajesh Pathak on Fri-
day said Uttar Pradesh's he-
althcare sector has seen mas-
sive advancement since 2017
and the state govt was commit-
ted to providing the best treat-
ment toall.

He was speaking during
the Healthcare Conclave 2025
organised by The Economic
Times in partnership with the
medical, health and family
welfare department, UP govt,
and National Health Mission
(NHM), UP.

"Healthcare is connected
to every citizen. It is our duty
to provide the best treatment
and explore better options,”
Pathak said.

He said govt medical colle-
ges have increased from 17 in
2017 to the current 44, along
with 36 private medical colle-
ges. MBBS seats have tripled
and postgraduate seats more
than doubled. Each college is
paired with nursing and para-
medical institutions, he said.

Pathak said: "Earlier, re-
cognition was granted to insti-
tutions without proper in-
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frastructure. Now, Quality
Control of India ensures
transparency through inspec-
tionteamsequipped with body
cameras."

He highlighted the free es-
sential medicines at district
hospitals, 100 new CT machi-
nes and ASHA workers facili-
tating timely services.

*Uttar Pradesh has 25,500
health centres offering 14 free
tests, improving the treatment
of vector-bornediseases,” Pat-
hak said.

Principal secretary Partha
Sarthi Sen Sharma said: “Spe-
cial sanitation drives has hel-
ped in controlling infectious

diseases. Disease Surveillan-
ce Code tracks 12 communi-
cable diseases, with six vacci-
ne-preventable diseases re-
cently added.”

He added that Ayushman
Bharat benefited 5.8 crore peo-
ple with cards, with 68 lakh re-
ceiving free treatment. Tele-
consultation services provi-
ded for 3.4 crore consultations
and psychological counselling
are available via the 14416 hel-
pline,

“Uttar Pradesh is develo-
ping 30 critical care blocks,
has appointed over 4,000 doc-
tors, and operates 2,270 advan-
ced life support ambulances.
A real-time health monitoring
system is ensuring transpa-
rency,” headded.

Data privacy concerns
in Al: Agriculture production
commissioner Monika S Garg
raised concerns over patient
data privacy while speaking
on Al in healthcare. Advanced
software developed by bigtech
companies relies heavily on
patientdata, raisingquestions
about how sensitive informa-
tion is stored and used. Many
people unknowingly share

medical details through apps
offering free health services.
Experts warn that without
strict regulations, this data co-
uld be misused. Gargemphasi-
sed that doctors should be cau-
tious while using Al tools as
ensuring patient confidentia-
lity remains a priority. The he-
althcare system must balance
embracing AI innovations
with protecting patient priva-
cy tomaintain trust.

Collaboration for aut-
hentic healthcare solutions

Ranjan Kumar, principal
secretary, AYUSHand Food Sa-
fety & Drug Administration,
Uttar Pradesh, emphasised
the need for authentic know-
ledge-based resources from
private firms to enhance he-
althcare services.

He suggested that private
sector associations should
prepare a verified list of com-
paniesofferingemerging tech-
nologies like virtual reality
and home-based simulations.
This list would help the govt
collaborate quickly with trus-
ted partners, especially in AY-
USH medicine, where over
3,000 herbs still lack authenti-
cation.



