Women’s welfare gets a boost as
UP govt outlines major initiatives
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Lucknow: Ahead of Wo-
men’s Day, the state govt
highlighted its ongoing ef-
forts to promote women'’s
empowerment.

Detailing efforts made
under the Women Shakti
programme and other ini-
tiatives rolled out over the
past eight years, a govt
spokesperson said that
the 2024-25 Budget intro-
duced new provisions for
women's education, he-
althcare, and livelihood
opportunities.

Under the Swachh
Bharat Mission (Urban),
the government has built
nine lakh individual toi-
lets and over 69,000 com-
munity and public toilets,
making all urban areas
open defecation free
(ODF). To enhance wo-
men's safety, hygiene, and
convenience, 1,100 pink to-
ilets have been construc-
ted across various blocks.

To support the educa-
tion of girls from underpri-
vileged backgrounds, 680
Kasturba Gandhi Girls

Schools have been upgra-
ded, providing free residen-
tial education up to Class12.

Under the Marriage
Grant Scheme, Rs 200 crore
has been allocated for 2024-
25, benefiting 58,594 women
by Dec 2024.

The Mukhyamantri Ka-
nya Sumangala Yojana has
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alsoreached morethan22.11
lakh girls.

Meanwhile, under the
Nirashrit Mahila Pension
Yojana, the number of bene-

ficiaries has increased from
171akh in2016-17to34lakhin
2023-24. Each beneficiary
underthe schemereceivesa
monthly pension of Rs
1,000.

The Supplementary
Nutrition Programme has
improved the lives of 2.12
crore beneficiaries, ensu-

ring proper nutrition for
children and pregnant or
lactating women.

Beneficiaries of the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana now receive two
free LPG cylinder refills
per year. Since 2017, more
than 1.2 crore women have
availed of free bus travel
on Raksha Bandhan.

Under the Lakhpati
Mahila Yojana, 31 lakh wo-
men have been identified
for financial support, with
over two lakh already be-
coming lakhpatis, said the
official.

“Initiatives like Mis-
sion Shakti 5.0, Operation
Garuda, and Operation

Shield areactively running,
ensuring a secure environ-
ment and stronger societal
status for women and girls,”
he added.



