Renewable energy,
vegetation in focus
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Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
administration is implemen-
ting two crucial strategies: en-
hancing vegetation and advo-
cating renewable energy.

Govt's solar energy policy
2022 aims to generate 22,000
mmegawattsof solar power by
2027. To achieve this, solar fa-
cilities are being established
across districts, including
Jhansi, Lalitpur, Kanpur Na-
gar, Kanpur Dehat, Chitrakoot
and Jalaun.

Since 2017, the state's solar
power generation has grown
from 288 megawatts to nearly
ten times that figure, with ong-
oing expansion plans.

The initiatives include es-
tablishing solar parks across
municipal corporations, in-

stalling solar Infrastructure
alongrailways and expresswa-
ys and converting streetlights
to solar power. The power dis-
tribution network 1s being en-
hanced toaccommodate incre-
ased capacity.

The administration plans
toconvertall 16 remaining mu-
nicipal corporations and Noi-
da into solar cities progressi-
vely. The Bundelkhand Ex-
pressway 1s set to become the
country's first solar-powered
expressway. State supports ro-
oftop solar installations thro-
ugh the PM Surya Ghar Yoja-
na. The target for rooftop pa-
nel installations has doubled
for 2025-26, aiming to install
2.65 lakh panels this vear.

The rooftop Installation
target has increased to 8 lakh
by 2026-27.



