Uttar Pradesh poised todrive
India’s economic surge

MANOJ BHADRA
LUCKNOW, 12 APRIL

Uttar Pradesh’s rapid eco-
nomic transformation has
become a focal point of
national discourse.

Once ranked seventh or
eighth among Indian states
interms of economic strength,
the state’s Gross State Domes-
tic Product (GSDP) remained
stagnant ataround Rs 12,000
toRs 12,500 crore for years—
despite its rich natural and
spiritual resources.

That changed dramatically
in March 2017, when Yogi
Adityanath assumed office
as Chief Minister. Under his
leadership, Uttar Pradesh’s
economy has witnessed a
historic resurgence. Today,
the state boasts an economy
worth Rs 27.5 lakh crore,
making it the second-largest
economy in India.

Officials here on Saturday
said Uttar Pradesh nowcon-
tributes 9.2 percent to the
national GDP. Fven more
notably, the state's GDP
growth rate stands at 11.6
percent—significantly higher
than the national average of

9.6 per cent.

CM Yogi Aditvanath has
repeatedly expressed his
vision to make Uttar Pradesh
the number one state econ-
omy by 2030. He reiterated
this commitment during a
public address in Bareilly on
| April.

Economic experts and
institutions are now increas-
ingly acknowledging that
Uttar Pradesh has the poten-
tial to become the growth
engine of a developed India.

In a recent workshop
organized by the Planning
Department in Lucknow,
former NTTI Aayog Vice Chair-
man Dr. Rajiv Kumar stated
that UP hasall the ingredients
for success — 56 per cent of
its population is young, the
state has nine types of agri-
cultural climate zones, and
abundant water resources.

Dr. Kumar mentioned an

action plan to turn districts
into economic hubs —some-
thing the Yogi government
has already beenimplement-
ing. Flagship initiatives like
One District One Product
(ODOP) and One District One
Gl (Geographical Indication)
are key parts of this plan.

Thestateis even planning
to launch One District One
Cuisine to further boost local
identity. ODOP has become
one of the most successful
schemesinthe state and has
been praised by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. Even
countries like Indonesia have
shown interest in it.

[n terms of financial health,
NITI Aayog has listed Uttar
Pradesh as a “front-runner”
stateinits fiscal performance
report. The Reserve Bank of
India hasranked UP second
inthe country for tax collec-
tion. For the past five vears,
the state has maintained a
revenuesurplus, which means
it is earning more than it
spends. This has been made
possible by cracking down
on tax evasion and using
digitization toincrease trans-

parency.




