- World Bank is taking UP closer
to $1tm economy taet_ Yogi

CM Launches
‘UP-AGREES’
& ‘Al Pragya
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Lucknow: Acknowledging the
contributionof the World Bank
toseveral development projects
in U Chief Mintster Yogi on
Friday said the omganisation
played a significant role in the
state's progress, whether in en-
vironmental conservation, pro-
moting tourism, or managing
infrastructure projects.

Expressing gratitude for the
World Bank's consistent sup-
port. CM Yogi hailed its role in
enabling Uttar Pradesh to move
closertoitsvision of becominga
§1 trillion economy. “The world
now sees Uttar Pradesh not as a
barrier. but as the growth engi-
neof India.” hesaid.

Yogi and World Bank presi-
dent Ajay Banga on Friday jo-
intly launched two initiatives
in Lucknow — ‘UP-AGREES’
and Al Pragva’ — with an aim
to transform Uttar Pradesh in-
toamoreadvanced stateand re-
alise its dream of becoming a
USD 1 trillion economy:

Today marks a significant
milestone,” the CM said, ad-
ding that UP is stepping into a
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new era of innovation in ng-
culture and artificial intelli-
gence.

The UP-AGREES program-
meaimsat promoting technolo-
gy-driven farming in Purvan-
chaland Bundelkhand while Al
Pragya strives to establish UP
asahubforartificial intelligen-
ce. Both projects aim toreach 10
lakh beneficiaries each.

Elaborating on the UP-AG-
REES project, the CM said it
was a Rs 4,000 crore initiative,
with the World Bank providing
a loan of Rs 2,737 crore for six
years. The loan repayment pe-
riodis 35 years, atan interestra-
teof 1.23%. The projectisaimed
at directly benefiting farmers,
farmer organisations, fishery
operators and MSME units in
theagricultural sector. The pro-
ject will directly benefit 1 mil-

lion farmers, with women hol-
ding a 30% stake. Additionally,
10,000 women producer groups
will be integrated into the pro-
ject, Furthermore, 500 farmers
will be sent abroad to learn the
bestagricultural techniques.

A govt spokesperson said
the project would benefit far-
mersin2ldistricts of east UPas
well as districts in Bundelk-
hand. During theevent, Yogial-
so announced the launch of a
new mission to provide nutri-
tious food to children. The CM
Nutrition Mission will target
children aged between six
months and six years, with
NGOsplayinga crucial role. He
said a similar initiative opera-
tes in Indonesia, and a special
team from UP would visit Indo-
nesia for a study of various
aspects of the programme.




