CONNECTIVITY | CM Yogi Inaugurates Gorakhpur Link Expressway in Azamgarh

CM declares UP as 'Expressway’ state

UP State Bureau
AZAMGARH

Chief Minister on Friday inau-
gurated the 81.352 km long
Gorakhpur Link Expressway in
Azamgarh, built at a cost of
%7283 crore. Speaking at the

inauguration, the  Chief
Minister asserted that
Azamgarh, onee grappling

with an identity crisis, has now
transformed into a symbal of
courage, attributing  this
change to strong leadership
and the efforts of the “double-
engine government” in Uttar
Pradesh. He emphasized the
state’'s  evolution  from a
"BIMARU"  state o an
"Expressway State.”

Amid Vedic chants, the Chief
Minister cut the ribbon, dedi-
cating the expressway to public
use. He stated that the expre ss-
way will provide world-class
connectivity not only to
Azamgarh  but  also o
Ambedkar Nagar, Sant Kabir
Nagar, and Gorakhpur, con-
necting eastern-Uttar Pradesh
to the mainstream of develop-
ment and significantly easing
travel from Patna to Delhi

The Chief Minister high-
lighted the rapid expansion of
the state's expressway network,
noting that prior to 2017, only
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Uttar Pradesh as Expressway State of India
Uttar Pradesh is rapidly emerging as a leading state on
India’s infrastructure map, especially concerning its
expressway network. With the inauguration of the
Gorakhpur Link Expre ssway, the state now accounts
for 42% of the country's total access-controlled
expressway network, a significant increase from its
earlier 38%. This share is projected to rise to 62% once
the Ganga Expressway (594 km), connecting Meerut
to Prayagraj, is completed and inaugurated. This
means that for every 10 kilometers of expressway built
in the country, 6 kilometers will be in Uttar Pradesh.

two expressways (Yamuna and
Apra-Lucknow, which was
incomplete) existed. Today,
Uttar Pradesh boasts oper-
ational expressways like the
340 km Purvanchal
Expressway, the 300 km
Bundelkhand Expressway, and
now the 81 km Gorakhpur Link

Expressway. He added that
construction is underway on
six more expressways, inchuid-
ing the 600 km Ganga
Expressway, Lucknow-Kanpur,
and the Ballia link. The Delhi-
Meerut  Expressway  has
already reduced travel time sig-
nificantly.

Benefits of Goralhpur

Link Expressway

The inauguration of the Gorakhpur Link Expressway
marks a significant leap in regional connectivity, particu-
larly for travelers to and from Mepal. This vital Uttar
Pradesh expressway now extends close to the interna-
tional border, enhancing travel convenience and opening
up smoother access to New Delhi via the Purvanchal,
Agra, and Yamuna Expressways. Stretching 91 kilometers
from Gorakhpur to Azamgarh, this four-lane expressway
lies just 100 kilometers from the India-Nepal border, mak-
ing it strategically crucial. It is poised to significantly bene-
fit international trade, tourism, and passenger transit.

The Chief Minister reiterated
that by 2047 asIndia becomesa
developed  nation,  Uttar
Pradesh will play a leading role
as a developed and self-reliant
state. Criticizing previous. gov-
ernments, he claimed that
before 2017, roads were indis-
tinguishable from potholes,

and development projects were
stalled. He cited the example of
the Purvanchal Expressway,
where his government built a
wider 120-meter expressway
for T1LBOO crove, significantly
lessthan the 15200 crore esti-
mated by the previous govern-
ment for a narrower 10-meter

91.352 Km
expressway built at
1,283 crore aimed
to boost
connectivity to
eastern UP

one, He also emphasized that
national and state security
would not be compromised,
citing examples of operations
like ‘Sindoor’, surgical strikes,
and air strikes as demonstra-
tions of New India’s strength.
He asserted that anyone
attempting to breach security
would face  severe conse-
quences, The Chief Minister
also spoke of the cultural and
religious revival in the stare,
mentioning the Mahakumbh,
the construction of the Ram
Temple in Avodhyva, and the
development of varfous other
pilgrimage sites, He highlighted
the recent recruitment of
60,244  police  personnel,
induding 12,045 women, as a
testament to merit-based selec-
tion. The Chief Minister con-
cluded by stating that new
industrial clusters along the
expressways would  provide
local job opportunities, enstr-
ing the youth receive respect
and recognition.
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