
Govt launches ₹2.3-cr startup scheme to boost rooftop solar
installations

This innovation challenge aims to identify and support breakthrough solutions for India's rooftop solar and
distributed renewable energy ecosystem

Press Trust of India  New Delhi

Applicants will compete for a total prize pool of Rs 2.3 crore, including Rs 1 crore for 1st prize, Rs 50 lakh for
2nd, Rs 30 lakh for 3rd, and 10 consolation prizes of Rs 5 lakh each (Photo: Shutterstock)

The Ministry of New & Renewable Energy (MNRE) on Saturday announced the launch of a

Rs 2.3-crore startup innovation challenge with an aim to accelerate rooftop solar installation

and renewable energy adoption in the country.

This innovation challenge aims to identify and support breakthrough solutions for India's

rooftop solar and distributed renewable energy ecosystem, a ministry statement said.

It is being implemented under the aegis of MNRE with support from the National Institute

of Solar Energy (NISE), and in coordination with StartUp India, DPIIT.

According to the statement, the Innovative Projects Start-Up Challenge on Rooftop Solar

(RTS) and Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE) Technologies was launched during the

National Conference on Skill Development for the Renewable Energy Workforce.
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ALSO READ: SECI invites bids for 2,000 MW solar project with energy storage

system

The challenge seeks applications from innovators and startups in India, focusing on four key

categories to boost renewable energy adoption -- affordability, resilience, inclusivity and

environmental sustainability.

The challenge is open for a wide range of startups in green tech, IoT, AI, blockchain,

construction, energy hardware, fintech, and waste management.

Applicants will compete for a total prize pool of Rs 2.3 crore, including Rs 1 crore for 1st

prize, Rs 50 lakh for 2nd, Rs 30 lakh for 3rd, and 10 consolation prizes of Rs 5 lakh each.

Winners will also get incubation support, pilot implementation opportunities, and

mentorship from domain experts and investors, facilitated by MNRE and NISE.

The deadline for submitting entries is August 20 and the winners will be announced on

September 10. Applications can be submitted through the startup India's Website:

https://www.startupindia.gov.in.
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