‘Tax evasion nat’l crime,

action agamst fake cos’

CM For Onsite
Inspection
Of New Firms

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Saturday
directed officials to act aga-
instshellcompaniesandfake
firms that are deriving un-
due benefits against the ru-
les.

He said that such acts we-
re an attempt to misuse the
facilities meant for genuine
traders and the matter sho-
uld be dealt with seriously.

The CM, while conduc-
ting a high-level review of
the state tax department, di-
rected officials to ensure
transparency in tax collec-
tion and adopt a policy of
technological efficiency and
strict enforcement. Calling
the act of such companies
‘unforgivable’, Yogi said,
“Tax evasion is a national
crime that negatively im-
pacts development plans and
welfare schemes.”

Stressing that GST 1is a
consumer-based tax system,
he noted that areas with hig-
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her population density were
naturally expected to genera-
te increased tax revenues for
the state coffers. He instruc-
ted officials to develop speci-
al strategies for zones where
tax collection is below avera-
ge.

Yogi directed that infor-
mation on suspicious firms
registered under central
GST (CGST) be shared with
the higher authorities in Del-
hi for cancellation of their
registration. He ordered in-
depth departmental investi-
gations for firms under state
GST (SGST). Upon encounte-
ring anomalies, officials wo-
uld be given a free hand to re-
gister a criminal case and
prosecute such people accor-
dingly:

Insistingontheon-sitein-
spection at the time of regi-
stration of new firms, Yogi
said, “Fake companies sho-

uld not be allowed to obstruct
the rights of honest taxpay-
ers. Such inspections are es-
sential to ensure that genui-
ne businesses can operate fa-
irly and without interferen-
ce.”

During the meeting, offi-
cials informed the CM that
nearly Rs 18,162 crore was col-
lected through GST and VAT
tax components in April and
May of the 2025-26 financial
year. The target for the year
assignedtothedepartmentis
Rs1.761akh crore.

Appreciating the pro-
gress, the CM directed offici-
als to achieve the target thro-
ugh regular monitoring. The
CM praised the achieve-
ments of 14 zones, including
Lucknow, Ayodhya, Bareilly,
Agra, Ghaziabad, Gautam
Budh Nagar, Meerut, Jhansi,
and Saharanpur divisions,
for achieving increased tar-
gets.

In contrast, officials in
Varanasi, Prayagraj, Kan-
pur, Etawah, Aligarh, and
Moradabad were repriman-
ded for collecting less than
50% of the stipulated target.
He said that a detailed report
should be prepared covering
the role of officials deputed
in the low-performing re-
gions and sent to the govt.



