UP ranked No.1 in country in
ODOP plan implementation

Kalanamak Rice Brings
Glory To Siddharthnagar
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh bagged sever-
al awards in the National One District
One Product (ODOP) 2024 Award cere-
mony. The state was adjudged joint No. 1
in the implementation of the scheme. It
shared the honours with Andhra Pra-
desh, Maharashtra and Punjab. The
state’s work on positioning and popula-
rising ODOP items in national and even
international platforms, creating em-
ployment and conserving traditionalart
hasbeen recognised.

Secretary, MSME, Pranjal Yadav re-
ceived the award on behalf of the depart-
ment led by Alok Kumar II. The award
was presented by Union minister for
commerce and industry Piyush Goyal at
anevent in Delhion Monday.

Inthedistrictcategory, Siddharthna-
gar won the bronze award for the revival
of Kalanamak rice from among 687 en-

Secretary MSME Pranial Yada receiving the
award from Union minister Piyush Goyal

tries. Siddharthnagar district magist-
rate Raja Ganapati said the award ac-
knowledges the district's exceptional
work in promoting Kalanamak rice—a
product deeply rooted in the region's
heritage and noted for its distinct taste,
aroma, and nutritional value.

He said a central govt team, which
conducted a survey of the district a few
months ago, wasimpressed with the dis-
trict’s relentless efforts to improve pro-
duction, quality, and market reach.

“The ODOP award is a testament to
the district's commitment to promoting
its iconic product on a global platform.
With the Uttar Pradesh govt's support,
thedistrictadministration is working to
further boost the production and mar-
ketabilityof Kalanamak rice. Theinitia-
tive already showed promising results,
with the crop's cultivation expanding
from 2,000 hectares to nearly 20,000 hec-
tares, benefiting local farmers econom-
ically,” hesaid.

A govt spokesman said this achieve-
ment is particularly notable given the
GI-tagged status of Kalanamak rice, un-
derscoring its unique value.

Moreover, the impact of the ODOP
initiative is evident in the significant in-
crease in cultivation area—from 2,000
hectares in 2018 to 18,000 hectares now,
marking a nine-fold rise since its inclu-
sion inthe programme.

The growth highlights the effective-
ness of the ODOP initiative in promot-
inglocal products and improving farm-
ers'livelihoods, the govt spokesman fur-
ther added.



