AFTER GREATER NOIDA TRADE SHOW ‘SUCCESS’

Govt to host trade fairs in all 75 districts

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NOIDA, SEPTEMBER 28

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment will hold trade showsin all
75 districts from October 9 to 16,
offering entiepreneurs free stalls
as part of a plan to broaden op-
portunities for small manufac-
turers and artisans, officials said
on Saturday.

Themove follows the success
of the UP International Trade
Show {UPITS) in Greater Noida
and aims to take similar market
access to the grassroots,

Khadi and Village Industries
Minister Rakesh Sachan said the
district-level fairs will expand a
programime thatwas previously
organised only at the divisional
level. “Eadier, rade shows were
restricted to the divisional level,
but in view of the success of UP-
ITS, the government has now de-
cided to expand them to every
district,” hesaid. "Entrepreneurs
from diverse sectors, including
textiles, will participate,”

Sachan also said the govern-
ment is considering setting up
khadi showrooms at universities
to familiarise younger con-

sumers with the fabric, “Unlike
many fabrics currently on the
market, which can be harmfulto
health and the environment,
khadi is natural, pure and sus-
tainable,” he added, undedining
theadministration’s push to po-
sition khadiboth as heritage and
as an eco-friendly alternative.
Atthe UPInternational Trade
Show in Greater Noida, the state
Fire Department's high-tech stall
has drawn considerable atten-
tion. Visitors have been shown
advanced rescue equipment
such as victim-trace cameras,
thermal imaging cameras,

breathing apparatus sets and a
firefighting robot.

The exhibition also dis-
played modern firefighting ve-
hicles recently deployed in
Meerut, Gorakhpur and
Lucknow districts. The fair also
highlighted the growing role of
women entrepreneurs in the
state’s economic transforma-
tion. Nidhi Jain, who begana
chikankari {embroidered tex-
tile) venture in Lucknow froma
singleroomeight years ago, said
government support and easier
business rules have helped her
scaleup.
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