From kitchen to agri, all gain from GST cut: CM

Common Man WHAT CM SAID ON GST RRMS

Gets A Major
Relief: Yogi

Lucknow: Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath addressed a
press conference on GST re-
forms in Lucknow on Thurs-
day.

Speaking on whether the
change in GST slab will im-
pact UP's economy, CM Yogi
reiterated that the country’s
economy s going to get a bo-
ostof around Rs 2 lakh crore
with this step. Earlier, he had
said that the new reforms we-
re set to increase the count-
ry’s GDP by (.2to 0.3 pc in the
coming time,

The CM highlighted that
betore the rollout of GST in
July 2017, a web of complex
taxes— VAT, salestax, service
tax, excise duty, entry tax, and
entertainment tax — burde-
ned consumers and busines-
sesalike. He added, "The GST
unified these into a “One Na-
tion, One Tax™ system. Now,
the bigeest reform within
GST itself has been imple-
mented. The earlier four-tier
structure of 5%, 12%, 18%,
and 28% has been simplified
to just two slabs — 5% and
18%. While a 40% rate will
continue on select luxury
items, the removal of the 12%
and28% slabs willbring signi-
ficant relief to the common
man. From Ekitchens to agri-
culture, housing construc-
tion to highways, and indust-

Tax reforms announced by the
PM on Independence Day have
shown results in just 20 days

» Before GST, India's tax
collection was just %7 lakh
crore. Today, it has surged to
F22.8 lakh crore, while the
number of taxpayers has risen
from 6.5 million to 15.1 million
» Revenue from VAT and sales
tax was only ¥49,000cr in

UP before 2017 but has now
increased to 1.15 lakh cr
(excluding the state's central
share). These reforms have
enabled the expansion of
expressways, metro rail, and

airport networks in the stat

» Through the Traders Welfare
Board, govt has encouraged tax
registrations and provided

31 lakh security insurance
cover to tax-paying traders.

So far, over ¥152 crore in
insurance claims has been
distributed to 1,063 families

» Tax cut on tractors, tyres,
pesticides, and irrigation
equipment will not only
bring relief to farmers but
also give significant push to
the rural economy

» Govt has eased burden
on vehicle purchases. This
will raise the purchasing
power of ordinary families
and give boost tothe
autamobile industry

» Scrapping of G5T on
personal life and health
insurance will make
medical treatment more
affordable and provide
direct relief to citizens

ry to trade, every sector
stands to benefit.”

Yogi expressed gratitude
to PM Narendra Modi and
Union finance minister Nir-
malaSitharaman forthe land-
mark decision. He noted that
the tax reforms announced by
the PM on Independence Day
have shown results within
just 20 days, with the deci-
sions taken at the 56th GST
Couneil meeting on Septem-
ber 3 now coming into effect.
According to him, this is not
merely a tax change but part
of a broader campaign to bo-
nst India’s economy:

The CM underlined the go-
vernment’'s commitment to
improving the ease of doing
business. Tax registrations
have been made auto-appro-
vable, refunds are being pro-
cessed faster, and risk-based
complianee and labor re
forms have been implemen-
ted. He noted that before GST,
India's tax collection stood at

just Rs 7 lakh crore. Today, it

has surged to Re 22.8 lakh cro-
re, while the number of taxpa-
yershasrisen from6.5million
tol5.1millien.

According to him, this his-
toric increase in tax revenues
over the pastdecade has powe-
red transformative changes
across the country’s infrast-
ructure and economy. He ci-
ted that the number of air-
ports has risen from 74 in 2014
to 160 today metro rail net-
works have expanded from
248 km to 1.013 km, and the
number of Vande Bharat tra-
ins has grown to144. Similar-
ly, defence production has ne-
arly tripled — from Rs 46,000
crore to Rs 1.27 lakh crore —
while defence exportshavese-
en an exponential rise from
Has 686 eroreto Rs 23,600 crore.

The CM emphasized that
tax reforms havealso directly
strengthened welfare sche-
mes. The direct benefit trans-
fer (DBT) payments, which

stood at just Rs 7,000 crore in
2014, have now grown to Rs
6.83 lakh crore, reaching mil-
lionsof the poor, "Inall, 25 cro-
re people have been lifted out
of poverty, 4 crore families ha-
ve received houses under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yoja-
na, and 80 crore citizens are
receiving free rations thro-
ugh the Pradhan Mantri Ga-
ribKalyan Arna Yojana."
Turning to UP the CM said
the state, being India’s largest
consumer market, stands to
gain the most from GST re-
forms, Heexplained that reve-
nue from VAT and sales tax
was only Rs 49,000 crore befo-
re 2017 but has now increased
to Rs 115 lakh crore (exclu-
dingthestate's central share).
These reforms, he said, have
enabled the expansion of ex-
pressways, metro rail, and
airport networks in the state,
UP's peppermint, footwear,
readymade garments, and
One District One Product

(ODOP) industries will parti-
cularly benefit. While synthe-
tic menthel has been taxed at
8%, organic menthol—pro-
duced largely in UP —will be
taxed at only 5%, providing a
major boost to both farmers
and industries.

He further highlizhted the
state’s progress in infrastruc-
ture and traditional industri-
es. "Since 2017, seven express-
ways have been constructed,
with work underway on six
more. Since having no metro
services before 2017, the state
now has metros operating in
six cities, Airports, too, have
expanded — from just two ful-
Iy vperational and two parti-
ally functional in 2017 to 16 ful-
Iy operational atrports today,
with India's largest airport in
Gautam Budh Nagar set to
open by the end of this year.
The ODOF scheme has revita-
lized traditional crafts, with
only 5% GST now applicable
on produets such as Banarasi
sarees, Lucknow's Chikanka-
ri, Bareilly’s Zardozi, Ja-
laun’s paper industry, and Fi-
rozabad's glassware. Thiswill
spur demand, expand produc-
tion, and create large-scale
employment,” he said.

He spoke about welfare
initiatives for raders. Thro-
ugh Traders Welfare Beard,
govt has encouraged tax regi-
strations and provided aRs1
lakhsecurity insurance cover
io tax-paying traders. So far,
over Rs 152 crore in insurance
claims hasbeendistributed to
1,063 families. The state ho-
nors honest tax-payving tra-
ders every yearon June 29,

The CM said household
items such as milk, curd, che-

ese, shampoo, toothpaste, so-
ap, bicyeles, and baby pro-
ducts would now be taxed at
only 5% or exempted altoget-
her This will ease daily ex-
penses, enhance purchasing
power, and stimulate demand
in the markst, which in turn
will boost production.

Calling it historic for far-
mers and rural India, he said
the tax on tractors, tyres, pes-
ticides, and irrigation equip-
menthasbeen cutto 5%, redu
cing farming costs and incre-
asing productivity. This, he
emphasized, will not only
bring relief to farmers butal-
s0 give a significant push to
the rural economy.

The CM announced that
significant decistons have al-
sobeen taken in the healthea-
re sector The GST on perso-
nal life and health insurance
has been completely abolis-
hed, while taxes on medici-
nes, oxygen, and testing kits
have been reduced. This, he
said, will make treatment mo-
re affordable and provide di-
rect relief to citizens. He ad-
ded that the government has
also eased the burden on vehi-
cle purchases — reducing
GST on cars and bikes from
28% to 18%, a direct cut of
10%. This move will not only
enhance the purchaszing po-
wer of ordinary families but
also give a strong boost to the
automobile industry, driving
up production and creating
jobs,

Highlighting support for
students, hesaid GST on note-
beoks, pencils and other edu-
cational material has been
fully abolished, amajor relief
forparentsand children alike.



