Defence exports have
increased from Rs
1000 crore in 2014 to
over Rs 25,000 crore
now and will reach
Rs 50,000 crore by
2029-30, says Rajnath
Singh
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LUCKNOW: Defence minkster
Rajnath Singh on Friday said
Uttar Pradesh has emerged as a
major buh of defence manufac-
turing, with investments of over
Rs 34,008 crore already made
across 3ix nodes of the sote's
defence corridor, marking a
decisive shift towards India's
self-reliance in weapons and
ammunition production,

He was addrossing a gather-
ing after inaugurating Ashok
Leviand's electric vehicle (EV)
manufacturing plant in Luc-
know's Sarcfint Nagar,

India is no longer dependent
on cther countries for weapons,
missiles or defence equipment,
Singh sald, adding that these are
now being manufactured
domestically, with a significant
portion originating from Uttar
Pradesh.

The inauguration of Ashok
Levland's glectric vehicle plant
in the state capital is proof of the
improved law and order see-
nariv and infrastructure devel-
opment in the state, said Singh,
wha represemts Lucknow in the

“Onee there was goonda ra) in
the state. But today, industries
are corning here daily,” Singh
sald.

Rajnath Siogh said the
defence corridor, spread across
Lucknow. Kantpur, Jinsl, Agra,
Aligarh and Chitrakoat, s pro-
ducing arms, ammurition and
components for fighter aircraft,
with major firms setting up
manufacturing units in the state,

“1 have been told that invest-
ments worth around Bs 34,000
crore have been made in these
defence corridor nodes,” be said.

Referring to the Uttar Pradesh
Aerospace and Defenee Unit and
Ermplovment Promotion Policy,
Sirgh saic it sins to atlract mas-
sive investment over the next
five years and create employ-
ment apportunities for lakhs of
vouth, ensuring that people find
joibs locally without being forced
1o migrate outside the state.

Singh said a BrahMos Aero-
space factory has already been
=et up in Lucknow, manufactur-
ing HrahMos missiles,

“Everyone knows what Brah-
Mas did in Operaticn Sindoor,”
Singh said.

Before 2004, domestic defenice
production in the country was
anly Rs 46000 crore, be said,
adding that this figure is As 15
lakh crore.

Singh also said the defence
export before 2014 was only Rs
1000 erore and today it is more
than Rs 25,000 crore.

By 2028-30, defence exports
from India will be Rs 50,000
crore, he added.

He said the Ashok Leyland
plant was completed in 18
months, well ahead of the
pranned 60-month schedule.
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dothers during the

Defence minister Rajnath Singh with chief YogiA
inauguration of Ashok Leyland's EV manufacturing plant, in Lucknow on Friday, Hi

‘Not just a skilled politician but also
able economist, Rajnath lauds Yogi

LUCKNOW: Dufence minlsier
Rajoath Singh on Eriday
praised chief minister Yogl
Adityanath, calling him ot
Justa caﬁible politician but
also an & bl economist.

Addressing the inaugura-
tion function of Ashok Ley-
land's electric vehicle (EV)
manufacturing plant here in
the presence of Union minks-
ter H D Kuiaraswamy and
Adityanath, Singh said “Tear-
lier believed that you {Aditya-
math) are adept only in pali-
tics, but now T have reached
the conclusion that you are
equally proficient in ceonom-
ies

“The unit would not anly pasi-
tion Uttar Pradesh but also the
nation at the forefront of clean
and green mohility and future-
ready technologies. The projeet
will generate employment
opportunitics for the state's
youth and equip them with skills
in emerging EV technalogies
cnabling them to build their
fustures within their own stare.”

Expressing confidence in
India’s development roadmap.
the defence minister said, "The
goal of making Indin a developed
nation by 2047, envisioned
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Norendra Modi, will be
achieved through the progress of
Uttar Pradesh. “The path to Vik-
git Bharat goes through Viksit
Uttar Pradesh,” hesaid,

Rajnath Singh assured inves-
tiors of the state’s welcoming and
supportive environment.

“You know very well how
proflts are generated.” he
added. the context
of s renarks, Singh said the
Unar Pradesh government
allotted amund 70 acres of
land for the Ashok Leyland
Project at neariy 73 per cent
subsidised rates under its
industrial policy. Whilesucha
decisicn might s ppear conees-
sioreal in the short tenm, Singh
said it reflected Adityanath's
evnmniic foresigdi as [ woukd
gencrate far greater long-term
returns for the state thiough
investment, employrent and
sustained industrial growvth.

Singh also expressed his

Congratulating chief minister
Yogi Adityanath, he said Urrar
Pradesh has become synony-
mous with economic develop-
ment. attractingnot only domes-
tic but also global investors,
including several Fortune 500
companies,

Emphasising that electric
vehicles represent the future of
transpartation, Rajnath Singh
said, "The reliance on petrole
urn-based vehicles would gradu-
ally decline, In this context, the
Ashok Leland EV unitwill play
& transformative role, contribut-
ing signilicantly to.clean encrgy
adoption and advanced manu-
facturing for both the state and
the country,”

He added. “The facility wauld
serve a8 a major hub for skill
development, preparing large
numbers of young people for
gainful erployment and higher

gratitude to the Asliok Ley-
land management and the
Hlnd‘ug(a Group for setting up
thelr first EV facility o the
state, and congratulated the
peopleof Uttar Pradesh on the
new industrial investment.
Referring to the state capi-
tal's inclusive culwire, Singh,
whoisalso the Lucknow MP,
told the Hinduja family that
the city embraces those who
contribute to its growth, “You
miay not be from Lucknow,
but you belong to Lucknow.
The peaple of Lucknow will
accept you and give you a
place in their hearts —Tassurne
you of that,” Singh said.  Hie

Incames in the years ahead. *

Referring ta the extensive
road infrastructure built over
the past 11 years under the dou-
blc—en%'inc government, he said
it has laid a strong foundation
for rapid industrialsation.

The project, he noted, is a
clear cuteome of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visionary
"Make in India” and ~Atmanir
bhar Bharat” initiatives, With
the eurrent pace of econamic
growth, he expressed eanficence
that Indin will soon join the
ranks of developed nations.

Union heavy industrics mings-
ter H D Kumaraswamy said elec-
trie mability lies at the core of
India’s commitment to achioving
net-zero emissions by 2070 and
is a key pillar of the country’s
transition towards clean, sus-
tainable ond sell-reliont trans-
portation.,




