UP tops nat’l deregulation
chart, leads in EoDB reforms

Implements
All 23 Priority
Reform Areas
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh has
emerged as the top-perfor-
ming state in India in imple-
menting deregulation re-
forms aimed at simplifying
business operations and im-
proving investment climate,
according to central govt’s
Deregulation1.0report.

The state secured the No. 1
position in state-wise natio-
nal ranking after becoming
thefirstinIndiatoimplement
all 23 priority reform areas

identified by the Govt of In-
dia. These reforms span 5 key
sectors — land, building and
construction, labour, utilities
and permissions — along
with broader regulatory and
process-related changes.
Officials said the ranking
reflects Uttar Pradesh’s sus-

BUSINESS BOOST

tained push towards policy
simplification, regulatory ra-
tionalisation, and creating a
more fransparent and inves-
torfriendly business envi-
ronment.

Under land-related re-
forms, the state adopted a
flexible zoning framework to
allow mixed-use develop-
ment and simplified the land-
use change process through

digitisation. Minimum road
widthnormsfor industriesin
rural areas were rationali-
sed, while a GIS-based land
bank of available industrial
land was integrated with the
India Industrial Land Bank
(ITILB), enabling investors to
access real-time information
moreeasily.

In the building and const-
ruction sector, amendments
to building regulations redu-
cedlandloss in industrialand
commercial plots. The state
also expanded the role of em-
panelled third parties in buil-
ding approvals, joint inspec-
tions, and fire safety inspec-
tions. Online issuance of oc-
cupancy and completion
certificates helped signifi-
cantly cut approval timeli-
nes, officials said.

Labour reforms formed
major pillar of the exercise.
The state removed restric-
tions on women working in
hazardous industries and
permitted night-time emplo-
yment of women acrossfacto-
ries, shops, and commercial
establishments. Working ho-
ur limits were rationalised,
and the threshold for compli-
ance under the Shops and Es-
tablishments Act was raised
to 20 workers or more, redu-
cingtheregulatoryburdenon
small businesses.

UP enabled third-party
certification for environmen-
tal consents, streamlined fac-
tory and trade licence appro-
vals through online systems,
and expedited electricity and
water connections via integ-
rated digital platforms.



