UTTAR PRADESH

State to boost Al infra
with network of 65 labs

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 22 January

The Uttar Pradesh government is setting
upanetwork of 65data&Al labsacrossthe
state, pitchingthe state asafutureleaderin
the Artificial Intelligence (Al) ecosystem.

Whiletwoofthese labsare operational
in Lucknow and Gorakhpur districts,
anotherunithasbeenestablished in Pilib-
hit with private partnership.

The government has already
approved 49 data and Al labs even asthe
process to identify locations for the
remaining13labsislikely to begin soon.

Such labs develop, research and
experiment with Al, functioning asinno-
vation hubs to build intelligent systems
wsing machine learning (ML) and data
science. The state isalsoemploying Al in
sectors including healthcare, policing,

riculture, andeducation.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath had
announced earlier that the state’s Al
Mission will have an outlay of Rs 2,000
crore over the next three years.

Thelndia AIMission under the central
government and the UP Development
Systems Corporation Limited
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(UPDESCO) also signed a Memorandum
of Understanding to fortify the Al eco-
system.

“We are leveraging Alto promote skill
development, encourage innovation and
create new employment opportunities,”
said Anurag Yadav, UP Principal Secre-
tary, IT and Electronics Department.
Kavita Bhatia, Chief Operating Officer at
IndiaAl, said the state can be established
as a global Al powerhouse through the
startup ecosystem.

Neha Jain, Managing Director of
UPDESCO, said the labs will be equipped
with modemn infrastructure and
advanced technical resources.

Thestate is also planning a 70-acre Al
city in Lucknow, powered with green
energy including solar and green
hydrogen.

Addressing a recent conference in
Lucknow on Al in transforming health-
care, the CMalsosaid Al could helptrans-
form governance’s reactive approachtoa
proactive one.

In March 2024, the Union Cabinet had
also approved the IndiaAl Mission in
March 2024 with a budget outlay of over
Rs 10,371 crore over five years.



