India’s first runway underpass
taking shape under Kashi airport
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Lucknow: Construction is
underway on a pioneering in-
frastructure project in UP—a
2.89-km underpass tunnel on
National Highway 31 that will
run directly beneath the run-
way of Varanasi internatio-
nal airport.

Designed to revolutionise
both road connectivity and
airportoperations, the tunnel
is the first-of-its-kind in India
and is being built at a cost of
Rs 250 crore.

Within the airport boun-
dary, the tunnel will span
450m, allowing highway traf-
fic to move seamlessly below
ground while aircraft operate
safely overhead.

Work on the tunnel began
in Sept 2025, marking a major
step forward in developing
the region’s transport net-
work. Engineers have incor-
porated high-grade safety me-
asures into the project, inclu-
ding the ability to withstand
blast intensities of up to 100
TNT, ensuring robust protec-
tion for both commuters and
aviation activity.

Visual projection of upcoming 2.89-km tunnel running directly under
Varanasi international airport runway

The tunnel will eliminate
surface-level vehicular move-
ment near the runway, provi-
dingasafer and moreefficient
environment for airport ex-
pansion. A similar arrange-
ment currently exists at Del-
hi’sIndira GandhiInternatio-
nal Airport, where a road pas-
ses through the taxiway, but
the Varanasi project will be
the first to route a national
highway directly beneath an
active runway. The project is

expected to be completed in
the third quarter of 2027. Af-
ter traffic is shifted undergro-
und, the Airports Authority
of India will begin extending
Varanasi airport’s existing
2,745m runway to 4,075m.
Thisextended runway willac-
commodate Code E aircraft,
including large wide-body
jets like the Boeing 777-337,
enabling greater passenger
capacity and improved long-
haul connectivity

......................................................................................................................................



