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PM LIKELY TO INAUGURATE THE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT NEXT MONTH

anga Expressway is almost ready.
Whatgovt hopesitwilldo for UP

Completed infour years at a costof

Rs 36,230 cr, the cxpressway is set to
reduce the travel time from Meerut to : S
Prayagraj, from 12 hours to 6-8 hours ’
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THE 594-KM long, 6-lane, ac-
cess-controlled Ganga Express-
way from Meerut to Prayagraj,
one of the longestexpressways
inthe country builtin onestate,
is almost complete and ready
for inauguration next month,
most likely by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

In Uttar Pradesh, where
elections are due next yearand
where the expressway will im-
pact over 60 Assembly consti-
tuenciesdirectly and indirectly,
itis being seen as more thanan
infrastructure project. The In-
dian Expresslooks at allthe as-
pects of the project, whichisset
to reduce the travel time from
Meerutto Prayagraj from about
12hours to 6-8 hours.

The project

Completed in four yearsata
cost of Rs 36,230 crore, the
Ganga  Expressway
provies east-to-west con-
nectivity, starting from
Bijauliin the Meerut dis-
trict and ending at Juda-
pur Dandu in Prayagraj
district, passing through
Meerut, Hapur, Bulandshahr,
Amroha, Sambal, Badaun,
Shahjahanpur, Hardoi, Unnao,
Raebareli, Pratapgarh and
Prayagraj, ltcoversatotal of 518
villages across 7463 hectaresof
land.

“While the constructionis
complete, some minor works
and trial runs remain, which
arebeing conducted right now.
We expect the project to bein-
augurated anytimeafter Febru-
ary 15, whenever we get the
time fromthe dignitaries,”a
senior officer of the Uttar Pra-
desh Expressway Industrial De-
velopment Authority, the nodal
agency forthe project, said.
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INNUMBERS

593.947
kilometres

Total lengthof the project

336,230cr

Total cost: ¥36,230 crore.

FOUNDATION
STONELAID ON:
December 18,2021

The project has been de-
signed to accommodate ve-
hicle speeds of up to 120 kilo-
meters perhour.

Its construction

Theproject hasbeen builtin
four separate stretches, three
by Adani Infrastructure and
one by IRB Infrastructure.

Theconstructionin-
cludes 14 long bridges,
induding a 900-metre
bridge on the Ganga in
Hapur district, and a
720-metre bridge on
the Ram Ganga in Badaun.
Other structuresinclude seven
railway overbridges, 32 fly-
overs, and 453 underpasses.

A 35-kilometre airstrip has
alsobeen built inthe Jalalabad
tehsil of Shahjahanpur district
along the expressway, which
can be used for emergency
landing and takeoffoperations.
The Air Force had conducted
its first test run here on May 2,
2025,

Political & economic
significance

A similar project was con-
ceptualised in 2007 by thegov-
ernment of Mayawati, who
even laid the foundation stone
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in 2008 in Ballia. That project
could never materialise. It

failed to get environmental
clearances as it was planned
along the alignment of the
Ganga at various places.

The fresh project was
planned witha different align-

ment in 2021. While laying its
foundation stone then, PM
Modi had declaredthat the pro-
ject would bring new industry,
new jobs and new opportun-
ities for the youth ofthe region.
UP was due for polls in 2022,
and the PM had given the slo-

(Above) The Ganga Expressway criss-crossing the rivers along its
way; (left) a plinththatwas laid by the then chief minister Mayawati
in2007 in Ballia as part of a similar expressway project.

gan “UP+Yogi=bahut hai UP-
YOGI(UPand its CM Yogi Adi-
tyanath are veryuseful).”

Now, it is set to be inaugur-
ated ahead of the next state
elections.

Theexpressway is expected
to give "fresh momentum to
the state’s economic develop-
ment” and “political mileage™
to the BJP, officials said. Since
it connects Prayagraj, the gov-
emmentis also hopingtoboost
religious tourism, considering
that ahugenumberof pilgrims
had travelled to Prayagraj for
the Maha Kumbh via road.

Out ofthe 12 Lok Sabhacon-
stituencies the project covers,
five were won by the INDI al-

liance — threeby SPand two by
Congress, including Rahul
Gandhi's Rae Bareli — while
the rest are with the RIP.

This would be the fifth
major expressway project in
Uttar Pradesh, with the first
one being the Yamuna Ex-
pressway, developed under
Mayawati, and the second
being the Lucknow-Agra Ex-
pressway developed during
the Akhilesh Yadav-led SP re-
gime. The Purvanchal and
Bundelkhand expressways
weredeveloped in Yogi Aditya-
nath’s previous tenure. The
Ganga Expressway is a longer
and more ambitious project
than these.
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