‘Culture a bridge between
2 nations r¢d n values’
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Lucknow: UP and Japan are
looking to deepen their enga-
gement beyond economics,
with discussions underway
to expand cooperation in tou-
rism, culture and people-to-
people exchanges.

The roadmap for collabo-
rationwasdiscussed duringa
meeting between a Japanese
delegation from Yamanashi
prefecture, led by its vice-go-
vernor Junichi Ishidera and
UP govtofficials headed by to-
urism and culture minister
Jaiveer Singh.

Addressing the gathering,
Singh said culture remained
one of the strongest bridges

between
Japan, ro-
oted in shared civilisational
valuesandadeep Buddhistle-
gacy. While economic coope-
ration between the two sides
was important, he said tou-
rismand culture offered amo-
re enduring foundation for
long-term engagement.
Singh highlighted UP’s
unique position in the Budd-
hist world, mentioning that
the state brings together all
major stages of the life of
Lord Buddha within a single
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geography. Apart from Bodh
Gaya in neighbouring Bihar,
key Buddhist sites such as
Sarnath, Kushinagar and Ka-
pilvastu arelocated in UP.

He said the state was well
prepared to welcome Japane-
se tourists and investors with
improved hospitality infrast-
ructure, investor-friendly po-
liciesand afocus onemerging
sectors such as wellness tou-
rism, which 1s witnessing
growing global demand.

Additional chief secreta-
ry for tourism, culture and re-
ligious affairs, Amrit Abhijat
saidconceptsdeeplyrootedin
Japanese philosophy — such
as Ikigai, Wabi Sabi and Zen
—resonate with India’s spiri-
tual traditions and could sha-
pe new pathways for wellness
and cultural tourism. He also
highlighted the continued
presence of Japanese Budd-
hist institutions in Sarnath

and Kushinagar as evidence
of a long-standing spiritual
connection.

Beyond pilgrimage, Abhi-
jat highlighted opportunities
in sports tourism, citing golf
courses 1In Agra, Lucknow
and Varanasi, as well as scope
for cuisine-led experiences,
literary exchange, medical to-
urismandlearning-based tra-
vel. Singh said there was a
strong possibility of organi-
sing a UP festival in Japan
around April-May, which co-
uld serve as a platform to
showcase the state’s culture,
heritage and tourism potenti-
al toJapanese audiences.

Ishidera said that since
the signing of an MoU in Dec
2024, UP and Yamanashi pre-
fecture held a series of mea-
ningful engagements aimed
at building a sustained part-
nership. He said Yamanashi
aspires to act as a gateway for
UPin Japan, promoting its to-
urism destinations and broa-
der engagement.

He also confirmed that a
delegation of over 200 Japa-
nese members is scheduled to
visit UP in Aug, with visits
proposed to Varanasi, Sar-
nath andother key cultural si-
tes, focusing on spiritual, cul-
tural and policy engagement.




