MOST PROPOSALS CENTRE AROUND PM'S CONSTITUENCY

Budgetboostfor UP

From high-speed

Dl not just Kashi{Varanas()
tuitalso to the Punvanchal region
of Uttsr Pradesh.Itwill boost the

—

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanathwatches the Union Budget, inLucknow on Friday. an

r‘dil corridors to state’s connectivity along with
industrial investmient and tour
“.-'ﬂ[e]_‘ways‘ state ist inflow.” s1id an cfficial ofthe
s 4 UP govermment..
getS blg-ﬂcke{ “Furthermaore, the acceler
-  aton of religiousand cultural
pro] ects a'h md U'[ Lourism wil’lgg,elmm LW e
Y ploymentopporturniticsindods|
next Yea]‘ 8 DDIES businesses,” the officlaladded.
Another significant infra-
MaulshreeSeth stricture proposal for UF, es-
Lucknow, February 1 pecially Viaranasi, lncluded the
developmentofaninkbnd water- h s ‘
WITH ASSEMBLY electionsa  waysship repair ecosystem in
vear away, Uttar Pradesh fea-  the district]tis one out of two
tured inseveral big-ticket an-  ‘ship repair ecosystems” in the
nouncementsinthePudgetthat — country, with the second one (West Bengal} for navigation of
wispreseniedbyUnlbonFinance  proposed for Pama large vessels welghing up to
Minister Ninnala Sitharusan While the initiative isex- 15002000 wonnes, Theobjective
on Sunday, PMs parliamentary  pected to strengthenthe water-  behind the scheme s topromate
constiiuency Varanasiwasinthe  way-based ranspenadon’s Infand waterways.
spotlight asmest of the propo- temon the Ganga River, officials For building capacity, the
salswere centred arcund i said that the establishmentof  Union Budget also announced
this ship repair ecosy will the I oftralningin-
Rail and waterways providelocalaccesstomeainten-  stitutes as Regional Centres of
[nastrong push toward in-  anceand repair of carpo vessels.  Excellence forskilldevelopment
frastructure, two ot of theseven and ships, reducing bothtime o the inland walerways secton
high-speed rail corridorspro- and cost, and beostinglocalem-
poscdinthecounrywillbefrom — ploymentopportunitiesaswell, Tourism
Varanasl, one connecting the [n 2018, PM Narendra Modi The UP government s push
ancicnt holy city with National — had inaugurated the Muiti-  for tourism got a boost with
Capltal Delhl, andthe ctherte Modal Terminal(MMT) onthe  Union Finance Mlnlster an-
Siligur in West Bengal. Uranga m Varanes), the firstofthe. nouncing Hastinapur inwest TP
Inher Budgetspeech, Sitha: three Multi-Modal Terminals.  and Sarnath near Varsnas to be
ramen said the high-speedrad  being constructed on the river,  among 15 archeclogical sites
cormidors were “growthoonnec-  TheMMTsare a patofithe gov-  bedeweloped acrossthe country,
fors", “The o of these Jal Mg project 1 propose to develop 15 arche-
cortldors willensure fast, sale,  thatalmsto develop thesweich  ological sites, Induding Lothal,

and converient rail travel from

SThelndian

between Varanasi and Haldia

Dholavira, Rakhigarhi, Adicha-
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nalkir, Sarneat b, Hastinapur, and
LehPalace imtovibeant cultural
destinations, Inunersive story-
telling skills and tec hnologies
will be Intreduced wo help con-
servation labs, interpretation
centres, and puides,” she sajd.
Officiak sald thatthe selec-
tion of Sarnath and Hastinepur
wiould furtherboost wurismnot
just i Varanasi but also neigh-
hauring partsof eastern Uttar
Pradesh. as wellasthe Marhura
Meerutregon ol westermn UB
Sarnath, located near Yara-
nasl, [sasicred siveol Buddhi=m
and a major historical site inthe
country. It is home to the Dha
mekh Stupa, the Chaukhandi
Stupa, and the Licn Capital As-
hoka Fillar, from which the na-
donal emblem of India is de-
rived. Whereas, Hastinapur in

Meerut district has been linked
totheMahabharama and Harap-
e perods,

“sarnath. where Lord Bud-
dha defivered his first senmon,
will be developed in a manner
thatenhaneestheviskorexperi-
ence [mproved visitor facllides,
curated walkways, interpreta-
toncentres and technology-en-
absled storytelling will help visk
tirs gain deeper insight into
Sarnath'sspiritual and historical
significance” said UP Tourism
Thevelopment Minister Jaiveer
Singh. addlng that Hastinapur
willbe developed as 3 compre-
hensiveheritagedestination,

“Asthe cmpitl ofthe urudy-
nasty, Hastinapur holds im-
mense archaecological and cul
tural lmportance. Sclentfic

o fon, improved anen-

Ithes, and structured Interprega-
Hen will enable visitors to oon
nect with its Mahabharsta leg-
acy and is role in India's
Avilisational joumey; " he sad.

The Budget also propesed ©
develop City Economic Regions.
in tier-2 and tier-3 cities and
temple towns across the
country, While the Budget pro-
poscsaliocationot Rs 5000 crone
per CER over 5 years, Varanasl,
along with cities like Agra, Kan-
prrwould bethetopoontenders
from Usar Pradesh.

Electronicchips

Uttar Pradesh is also ex-
pected tobe amajor bendficiary
nf the “India Semiconductor
Misslon (I5M) LO" snnounced in
treUnion Budpet, withithestate
having already anmounced its
semiconductor policy In 2024,

Further, UP will also he one
ofthebipgest benefidares ofthe
Centre’s decision toestablish
one girls' hostel inone district as.
thesiute has 75 districts.

Belering o the Budget asa
“rovad maT for “developed  and
“new Bharat”, CM Yo Aditya-
nath thankedboth M and Si-
tharaman, and said. " Rightfrom
seven high-speed il corridors
to setting aside Bs 12 crore for
capital  expendiire  to
sengtheninghealth [nfrastruc-
ture and introducing new In-
come Tax Act, this tadget has
beenfonnedkeeping allsections
ol socketyinmmnd. "

with Varanasi in spotlight

LEADERS REACT

“Union Finance Minister SmL @nsitharaman
presented the Union Budget 2026-27, whichisa
isi v, inclusi ddeveloj iented
Budget that will realise the resolve of a ‘developed
India’, This Budget will not only fulfill the
aspirationsof 145 crorecountrymen but will also
pavenew avenues for the welfare and upliftment of
farmers, youth, women, entrepreneurs and
commeoncitizens.This is the'New India', which
builds develog it through infrastructure and
trust through development.”
YOG ADITYANAT H, CHIEF MINISTER

“Thereis neitherany mention nor concem for the
common people. The Union Budget is disappointing
and condemnable... Not granting tax relieftothe
publicinthis Budgetdespitetheinflation rising
rapidly is ‘tax exploitation’. Ten types of
concessions have been givento the rich for their
work, business andtravel, but the plate of hopes of
the people struggling withunem ployment is empty.
The middle classis feeling cheated...”

AKHILESH YADAV, 581 AWADI FARTY PRESIDENT

“Regarding the various schemes, projects, promises,
and assurances presented in the Budget... itseems
that whiletheir names may be grand, it would be
betteriftheir realization on the ground was not
small... Havelast years claims and assurances been
fulfilled, or did they remain mere formalities? Has
there been any real change inpeople’s lives.”
MAYAWATY, 2 AHLLAN SAMAIPARTY CHIEF




