Namo Bharat marks infra mﬂe stone
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Lucknow: The launch of the
full 82-kim Delhi-Meerut cor-
ridor of the ‘Namo Bharat’
Rapid Rail and Meerut Metro
on Sunday marked a major
milestone in urban transport
infrastructure and reflected
the Centre-state ‘double engi-
ne’pushtoaccelerate develop-
ment in Uttar Pradesh, the
stategovtsaid in astatement.

The high-speed corridor,
developed by the National Ca-
pital Region Transport Cor-
poration, connected Delhi
and Meerut with cutting-edge
rapidrailservicesdesigned to
significantly reduce travel ti-
me and congestion.

The journey between Del-
hi and Meerut can now be
completed in just 50 minutes.
Previously, commuters often
spent three to 3.5 hours navi-
gating traffic congestion
along thebusy route.

The Namo Bharat trains,
capable of speedsupto180km
per hour, represented a new
benchmark in India’s urban
mobility landscape. The cor-
ridor was expected to trans-
form the region into a unified
economic and development
zone, improving access to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with children during the
metro ride to Meerut South Station, in Meerut on Sunday. Chief

minister Yogi Adityanath and state BJP president and Union Mo$S
Pankaj Chaudhary are also seen

employment, education and
businessopportunities.

One of the project’s most
distinctive features was its in-
tegrated design. Both the
high-speed Namo Bharat ser-
vice and the intra-city Meerut
Metro operated on the same
infrastructure framework.
“This dual-use model optimi-
ses costs, improves resource
utilisation and accelerates
implementation,” the spoke-
sperson said.

Within Meerut city, the
metro service connected key

urban centres from Meerut
South to Modipuram, promi-
sing smoother local transit
andrelief from chronictraffic
bottlenecks.

The spokesperson said
that since 2017, the UP govt
prioritised infrastructure as
a core driver of growth. Ex-
pressways,airports, metrosy-
stems, and industrial corri-
dorsreshaped thestate’sdeve-
lopment profile.

“Meerut, once more often
associated with law-and-or-
der concerns, is increasingly

being projected as asymbol of
modern infrastructure, in-
dustrial investment, and
smart urban mobility” the
spokesperson said.

The new rapid rail system
was described as a strong ex-
ampleof both ‘Easeof Living’
and ‘Ease of Doing Business’,
offering safe, efficient, and ti-
me-saving travel.

Nearly 80% of the opera-
tional staff on the Namo Bha-
rat service were women.
From loco pilots to station ma-
nagement roles, female parti-
cipation exceeded 80%, ma-
king it one of India’s first ra-
pid rail systems with such
high levels of women-led ope-
rations.

Officials estimated that
the rapid railand metroservi-
ces could reduce the number
of private vehicles on the road
by nearly one lakh, potential-
ly cutting carbon emissions
by approximately 2.51akh ton-
nes. Improved connectivity
was likely to position Meerut
as a practical residential al-
ternative to the high costs of
living in Delhi-NCR. Profes-
sionals may choose to reside
in Meerut while working in
Delhi, aided by the fast com-
mute.



