Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, February 18

A'NORTH-SCUTH Corridor’ of
six high-speed vertical roads,
someoriginating nearthe Indo-
Nepal border, is set tobe devel-
oped by the Uttar Pradesh gov-
emment.

Officials said the corridor
aims to address vertical re-
gional connectivity as most
major highways and express-
waysun horizontally, connect-
ing the Westen and Eastern
endof the state.

Sources said the proposed
stretches have been approved,
with completion targeted
within the next two years. Rs
400 crore hasbeen set aside for
the project in the recently
tabled state budget.

Whatis the plan?

According to sources, the
project will include construc-
tion of new greenfield roads as
well as upgrading and
strengthening existing ones
that fall on the proposed
routes.

It will cover over 2,340 km
over 20 districts — touching
the Nepal border in the North
and the Madhya Pradesh
border in the South.

Officialsalsosaid the Public
Works Department (PWD) is
the nodal agency undertaking
the project and co-ordinating
with other departments,

Officials noted that some
stretches of the planned road
network are already four-lane
and require only strengthening
orwidening. Forstretchesdes-
ignated as National Highways,
supportwill besought fromthe
National Highways Authority
ofIndia (NHAI).
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PUSH TO ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE

Connecting the north with south:
State to get 6 high-speed roads

It will traverse 20 districts, touching the Nepal border in
the North and the Madhya Pradesh border inthe South
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What is its significance?
Almost all major express-
waysinthestate —Yamuna Ex-
pressway, Lucknow-Agra, Pur-
vanchal and even the
soon-to-be-inaugurated Ganga
Expressway — go from West to
East, leaving districts, especially
in the Terai belt, without high-
speed roads (except the Go-
rakhpurLink Expressway).
Sources said these roads
have been proposed so they
cover parts of Western, Central
and Eastern UP, spanning dis-
tricts neighbouring the Indo-
Nepal border in the North to-
wards districts in Bundelkhand
orparts of East UPin the South.
Sources said once con-
nected with the existing NHAI
network, it will provide high-
speed connectivity from UP
districts not only to Madhya
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tra, Telangana, and Andhra
Pradesh, boosting trade and
economic activity in the dis-
tricts along the route.

Officials said the aim is to
also make these corridors fast-
speed trade routes.

The proposed routes:
IKAUNATO PRAYAGRAJ
Length: 262 kin

Areas it will connect: From
Ikauna in Shravast district near
the Indo-Nepal border, this
proposed route will pass
through Balrampur, Ayodhya,
Sultanpur and Pratapgarh dis-
tricts from Central UP before
reaching Prayagraj.

KUSHINAGAR TO ZAMANIA
Length: Around 200 km
Areas it will connect: From

border, it will pass through
Deoria, Dohri Ghat, Ballia and
Ghazipur.

PIPARITO PRAYAGRAJ
Length: 300 km

Areas it will connect: Starting
from Pipari near the Indo-
Nepal border, it will pass
through Bansi in Sidharthana-
gar districet before reaching
Prayagraj. It will raverse Basti,
Ambedkarnagar, Azamgarh
and Kanpur districts. This
route is expected to cross Pur-
vanchal Expressway.

LAKHIMPUR TO BANDA
Length: 500 km

Areas it will connect: From
LakhimpurKheriinthenorthto
Banda in the Bundelkhand re-
gion, itwill passthrough Sitapur,
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Unnao and Lucknow in Central
UP. It will raverse through Sita-
purand Nawabganj.

BAREILLY TO LALITPUR
Length:Around 500 km
Avreas it will connect: It will
traverse Agra and Jhansi. This
will touch the Madhya Pradesh
border on the one end and is
alsolikely to touch Rajasthan.

MUSTAFABAD TOHARPALPUR
Length: Around 500 kim
Areas it will connect: This
road isproposed from the Pilib-
hit Tiger Reserve, covering Ma-
hoba in Bundelkhand, Shahja-
hanpur, Auraiya, Jalaun and
Hamirpur.

Whatdo officials say?

Tabling the annual budget
in the State Assembly on Feb-
ruary 11, Finance Minister Su-
resh Khanna saidin hisBudget
speech, “The State Budget has
proposed aprovision ofaround
Rs 400 crore tor the widening,
strengthening and construc-
tion of roads under the North-
Southcorridor initiative.”

“The project will be imple-
mented in coordination with
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways iMoRTH) and
the Uttar Pradesh PublicWorks
Department (UPPWD). The
proposed grid aims to reduce
travel time between district
headquarters and the state
capital, while improving pas-
senger movement and freight
transportation across regions,”
said an official.

“The Public Works Depart-
ment has included five road
sections covering 164 kmin its
annual work plan for 2025-26
forupgradation,” the official
added.
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