Log into GANGA: Scheme to give net
to 20L UP households, create 1L jobs

Will Open
Opportunities
In Digi Services

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh
govt has launched Project
GANGA (Govt Assisted Net-
work for Growth and Ad-
vancement) under which it
will provide broadband con-
nectivity to around 20 lakh
households across the state
over the next 2-3 years. Un-
der the scheme, direct and
indirect employment will
be generated for more than1
lakh people.

The State Transforma-
tion Commission signed an
MoU with Hinduja Group’s
One OTT Entertainment
Ltdinthepresence of UPca-

binet minister Suresh
Khanna in Lucknow on
Monday.

A govt spokesperson sa-
id that 8,000 to 10,000 local
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youths atthe Nyay Panchay-
at level will be developed as
digital service providers. It
will alspensure that around
50% participation is by wo-
men.

Khanna said the MoU
was an important step to-
wards strengthening digi-
tal infrastructure in UP
while creating large-scale
employment opportunities.

“Earlier, as the country
lagged in technology, India
was often viewed as a deve-
loping country, but the

transformation witnessed
over the last decade, especi-
ally in UP, has changed the
global perception about
us,” the minister said.

He said the availability
of high speed internet in ru-
ral areas will open new op-
portunities in digital servi-
ces, online business, educa-
tion and healthcare. and ad-
ded that the biggest need
today is to create more emp-
loyment opportunities, and
when employment is gene-
rated through technology it

becomes more effective and
sustainable.

He urged the company to
ensurethatthe Hindilangu-
age is given an important
placeondigital platformsso
thatmore people in thestate
can connect with it. He ad-
ded that to connect youth
with digital entrepreneurs-
hip govt has been providing
financial assistance under
a special scheme launched
in Jan 2024. More than one
lakh youths have already
benefited from this initiati-
ve, Khanna said.

State Transformation
Commission CEO Manoj
Kumar Singh said the initi-
ative will create new oppor-
tunities for rural youth to
earn through digital servi-
ces, YouTube andotheronli-
ne platforms. At the same ti-
me, sectors such as teleme-
dicine, online education, e-
commerce and digital skil-
ling will also develop
rapidly. “Broadband inter-
net connectivity in border
districts such as Shravasti,
Bahraich and Balrampur

will open new economic op-
portunities for people and
accelerate rural develop-
ment,” he added.

Director of Hinduja Glo-
bal Solutions Ltd, Vinsley
Fernandes, said, “Just as
the Gangaisnotonly a sym-
bol of faith but also a lifeli-
ne for millions of people
supporting agriculture, in-
dustry and drinking water,
the same spirit inspired the
naming of this initiative as
Project GANGA.”

Chief businessofficer of
One OTT Entertainment
Ltd Satva Prakash Singh sa-
id the objective of Project
GANGA was to extend digi-
tal connectivity to remote,
underserved and unserved
areas so that digital servi-
ces can expand in rural re-
gions and create new emplo-
ymentopportunities. He ad-
ded that with the availabili-
ty of high-speed internet,
new possibilities will open
in areas such as telemedici-
ne,online education, digital
skilling, e-commerce and
digital content.




