NCR’s 2nd int’l airport opens to fanfare

nod Rajput
Rireporters@bindust antimes.com

GREATER NOIDA: Coloured dis-
plays, huge cut-outs of the Prime
Minister and cultural perform-
ances dotted the Noida Interna-
tioreal Airport on Satunday ©
welcome Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for the inauguration of
the airport's first phase,

Conch blowers from Kanpur,
drummers and dancers from
Mahoba, and trumpet players
from various parts of Uttar Pra-
desh added to the eelebratory
mond at the verme. Many peaple;
of n crowd estimated atarounc
150,000, were seen artiving car
rying the nacional flag, while
some also held Bharatiya Janata
Party (BIP) flags.

The theme of the events.
according to Jewar MLA Dhiren-
dra Singh Thalasr, was “Brif. it
i Jewar as a part of the region
with distinet traits linked to the
Hindu deity Lord Krishna Devo-
tional singer Hemant Brijwosi
kept the audience entertained
with soulful renditions for
around ewo hours, until the
speakersarrived.

DhirendraSingh sald, “There
were farmers, businessmen,
leaders and others in audience
from Marhura, Aligarh, Gautam
Budb Nagar and Bulandshabir,
where Brij music is part of every
cebebration. To keep them emer-
talned and busy, we decided
invite Brj singers and musickins
and weare happy that everyono
enjoyed it."

A large number of buses
started |ming up at the airport
from morniong hours, ferrying
workers and farmers from
across western Uttar Pradesh,

“There was huge cxcitement
armong people gbout the hisoric
event. We asked our Mandal
Adhyaksh, village heads, hlock
heads and districtehiels weon-
nect with people from all walks
of e, We are happy that arcund
twa lakh people carme to listen o
the Prime Minister and chiel
mitister,” said Satender Singh
Shishodiya, president of the
western UP unk of the Bharatiyn
Janata Par

Women rom remiote areas of
Dadri, Hapur and villages nf
Bulandshahr were a major pres-
ence at the cvent.

“leame o this event because |
wanted to see how a flight takes
off and how an airport works. T
am happy to have seen an olr-
port for the first time in my life.
Coming here with my friends is
like & dream with such a huge

new building for airport. 1
enjoyed the music too,” said
Durga Devi, 52, wha came from
Badri, 50km from the venue.

Charan Singh, a visitor from
Bulandshahr, however, was
downesst as there was no air-
craft in sight. “We saw leaders
iving big speeches. But we cime
to witness haw flight takes off
and lands at the sirport, We
wanted to see a fight beeanse we
never ravelled in alrerait. We
thought Modiji will come tn
ight to Inaugurate,” said Singh,
of Nagla Alampur village in
Bulancishahr.

Semgs praising chief minister
Yogi Adityanath also resonated
through thealiport, with “Yogi JI
Laayo Jewar Mein Alrport”,
sung in Bri] language, greeted
with much cheer,

Meanwhile, officials of the
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (Yeida)
and the district administration
sought to inform the public
about the benefits of the project.

“The airport is set to hring in
mare trade, investment, indus-
trial development and tourism,
Built along the Yamuna Express-
way, this airport will not only
serve us the second international
atrport for Delhi-NCR but will
alsn hring ginhal prominence o
tourist destinations, such as
Agra, Mathura-Vrindavan,
Fatehpur Sikef and even Dudliva
Nattonal Park in Lalkhimpur
Kherl,” sald Shailendra Bhatia,
additional chief exceutive officer
of Yeida,

Visitors from all walks of iife
were excited to witness the
Ve,

Ramesh Singh, 65, a farmer
from Bhagwatpur in Jewar, said,
“We are very happy and grateful
1o Narendra Modi for giving us
thie Jewar airport.”

Sanjeev Yadav, 36, a4 private
firm employee from Faridabad,
said the alrport would create job
oppartunities for locals.

Satish, 4 taxi driver, said the
new airport would increase ride
opportunities. "When we go to
the Delhi airport, it takes a jot of
time due to tffic jams, but here,
it will take only 30-40 minutes.”

Former Noida district magis-
trate BN Singh, under whom the
lamd acquisition for the project
started, was elated. “1 must con-
gratulate everyone associated
with this project since the begin-
ning,” he said, recalling the
efforts involved in sequinng
land from farmers.
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(OMMERCIAL
FLIGHTS TO BEGIN
IN 60 DAYS, SAYS
AVIATION MINISTER

GREATER NOIDA: Commierial
operations at the Noida interna-
thomal airport will begin In the
ncxt 45 to B days, civil aviation
minister Ram Moban Naidu said
on Saturday.

“The commeercial operations
at Nodda sirport will begin 45
60 days starting today,” Naidu
said.

The services can only begin
after the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Sceurity (BCAS) issues airpor
security program (ASP), which is
& docurment prepared m outhing
the security procedures, meth:
ods, and response plans roguired
unider Transportation Security
Regulation 49 CFR 1542, It serves
45 a comprehensive secuTicy
blueprint, detailing access con:
tral, perimeter security, securicy
screening, and emergency con-
tingency plans.

Without ASP, Airport Entry
Pass (AEP) which is mandatory
for all stakeholders for starting
operations at the project, canno’
be granted, officials said.

Shaflendrs Bhatia. nodal offl
cer of the Noidn Internanional
Adrport Limived also confirmed
thot operations will be saarted In
the next 45 days,

“The airport will start with o
runway for domestic and cargy
Mights, officluls suld.

International flights will be
started later,

‘Jewar was a crime hub before; it now stands for growth’

vinod.rajputghikya.com

‘GREATER NOIDA: Uniion civil avi-
ation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu on Saturday termed the
inauguration of the Nolda inter-
matiomal airport a “new heart-
beat™ for the National Capital
Region, and hailed the facility’s
potentlal 1o attrct jobs and
busincsses in the state.

He said that while Jewar was
previously in the news for the
wrong reasons, it has now
become synonymous with
industrial growth.

“Jewarused to be in news for
erime bait it is associated with

employment and industrial
growth now.., Now, people will
come & Jewar for jobs and buosi-
ness, Security, cargo, tourism,
agri and others will get an
opportunity. The NDA govern-
ment has propressed efvil avia-
tian undes the PM,"™ he said.

Naidu said that the sirport
will positively influence the
progress of the region by mak-
ing Noida seIf reliant,

“Ourbig pride, the Noida air-
port, is ready for intermational
Hights now. Jewar has got a
unlgue selling point with an
international airport opera-
tional. Youth will get highly
skilled jobs and become self

retant,” said Naidu,
Relterating the government's
Viksit Bharat vision, Naidu
credited Prinve Minister Naren-
ddra Modi for the progress,
“For 8800 days, the PM has.
worked enntinuously for the
country as he has a vision to
serve people. Becouse he gets
Jjoy in serving people. 'We take
inspivation from the PM. who is
not confined to any caste or
region, because his family is
entire Bharat,” satd Naidu.
Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Adityanath. speaking on
the occasion, said that the air-
port has given Noida its “wings”,
“¥ia Noida international afr-

port, UP will get a new ‘Lidan’. 1
thank and express gratitude to
PM Marendra Modi, In nther
countries, (prives of) petraleum
products areincressing but due
to the PM's far-sighted vision
and his exeellent leadership,
availability of petroleum prod-
ucts remains smooth and rates
are keptin check,” CM Yogi said
on Saturday.

The UPCM said that the PMV's
decisions are all made (o benefit
the conmmian man.

“To check prices, our PA has
reduced excise duty for the ben-
efitol common man, The deci-
sion is historic and we express
gratitude on behalf of UF's 25

crore people 1o the PM. [n past
12 years, Bharat has marched
towards becormning “Viksit Bha-
rat’ under the PM's leadership.
The Noida international mirpors
is-apart of that series of steps, A
new eonstruction of 4 new era
will put Jewar an the global avi-
ation map,” he sald.

M Aditvanath also attacked
the Congress and the Samaj-
wadi Party in his speech.

“Due 1o their (Congress and
5F) negativity, the Opposition
used UP as a vote bank. From
2002 to 2017, UP grappled with
lawiessness and indiscipline,
Butunder the PM, the state has

el to eraft & new iden-

ity before the world, On
November 25, 2021 we laid the
foundation stone for the airpor
and today we ore inaugurating
it a5 this double engine govern-
ment is working,” said Yogi.

Thanking farmers and the
concessiona ire Zurich Interna-
ticnal, Adityanath said. “Zurich
has played a key role in making
the airport and also we express
gratitude to farmers, This
region had a tradition of agica-
tons, but when we connectes
them with the opportunities
they supported us. We thank
farmers who supported us. Vik
sit Bharat Viksit UP will be g
reality with airpore”



