Flights from Noida
airportlikely to take
off within4 weeks

Neetika Jha
Noida, March 30

THE FIRST flight from the
Moida International Airport —
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inthe presence
of Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adi-
tyanath on Saturday — could
take off in four weeks, a topof-
ficial said.

Speaking with The Indian
Express, Rakesh Kumar Singh,
Chief Executive Officer, Noida
Intemational Airport Limited
(NTAL), said, "The flights will
operate within four weeks. We
have already received allthese-
curity clearance. Wehad earlier
receivedthe aerodromelicence
fromthe Directorate General of
Civil Aviation.”

Officials said that, initially,
domestic flights will operate at
the airport that will connect
Jewarto major Indiancities, ad-
ding that several airlines have
dlready shown interest. Thede-
tails of the airlines that will op-
erateattheairport will bemade
public later, said Singh.

The completion of the Air-
port Security Program, a com-
prehensive security blueprint,
is pending, the NIAL CEO
added. "The Yamuna Intemna-
tional Airport Private Limited
(YTAPAL) has already applied
for the Airport Security Pro-
gram. This will ensure that
everyone working at the air-
port, inchiding vendors and of-
ficials, among others, havea se-
curity clearance. This is an
important step in securing the
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satety and security of the air-
port,” he said.

Shailendra Bhatia, Nodal
Officer, NIAL, said, “The
number of flights and the des-
tinations will be decided after
getting the Airport Security
Program." The airport, he
added, will serve the whole
northern India. "Its multi-
modal connectivity is unique.
It will also boost the industrial
and service sector around the
airport,” he underlined.

Earlier airport otficials had
told The Indian Express that
the major citiesthat willbecon-
nected via the airport will be
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hydera-
bad, Kolkata, Goa, Pune, Luck-
now and Jaipur. Theysaid that
Indigo and Akasa were among
the major airlines that had
shown interest in operating
fromthe airport

According to the officials,
the first phase of NIA that

spans across 1,334 hectareshas
two entry gates, 10 boarding
gates, 48 check in counters
that also includes 20 self bag-
gage drop counters.

Withthecapacitytocaterto
12 million passengers, mainly
from Western Uttar Pradesh,
including Noida, Greater
Noida, Agra, and Mathura, of-
ficials said that the airport will
have separate counters for arri-
vals and departures, one
lounge each for domestic and
international passengers and
an international carousel.

Asper NIAL officials, the
airport is scheduled to becom-
pleted in three phases by 2047
for which the land acquisition
isstill undergoing.

The first phase has beenbuilt
withacostof Rs11,282 crore. The
cost of the entire project which
will consist of six runways and
fourterminalsis estimatedto be
Rs 29,560 crore.
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