Noida airport poised for April takeoff

Gets Aerodrome Licence From DGCA, Inauguration Expected By March End
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Noida: A day after receiving se-
curity clearance from the home
ministry, Noida International
Airport on Friday received its
aerodrome licence from Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), the final regulatory
clearance before flight oper-
ations canbegin.

Sources said theairport could
now be formally inaugurated by
the last week of March., with
flightoperationsexpectedtostart
around the second week of April.

The aerodrome licence, is-
sued under the Aircraft Rules,
1937, certifies that an airport
meets the civil aviation regula-
tor’s requirements for safety, op-
erational procedures, infrastruc-
ture, navigation systems and
EIMEergency response.

Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Authority
(YEIDA) CEO RK Singh told TOI
the clearance means the airport
is ready for takeoff and landing
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The terminal building with its forecourt designed to resemble Varanasi ghats

of flights. “We will seek time from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to inaugurate the airport,” Singh
said.

On Thursday, the airport re-
ceived security clearance from
Bureau of Civil Aviation Securi-
ty (BCAS). That clearance con-
firmed that its key security
framework, including Bomb
Threat Contingency Plan, Anti-
Hijack Contingency Plan and

Airport Security Programme,
are in place for both passenger

and cargo operations.
Calibration flights to test the
Instrument Landing System

(ILS) and Precision Approach
Path Indicator (PAPI) at the air-
port were completed by Airports
Authority of India (AAI) in Nov
last year. These tests ensure navi-
gation and communication sys-
tems meet international safety

standards for upcoming oper-
ational readiness.

Officials at Noida Interna-
tional Airport Limited (NIAL),
TP govt's special purpose vehicle
overseeing the project, said the
airport has achieved operational
readiness. On the ground, con-
struction and operational prepa-
rations are nearly complete, The
passenger terminal’s roofing, en-
try and exit points, internal sys-
tems and security infrastructure
have been installed, The runway;
airtraffic controltower andother
airside facilities are also ready.

While Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) took over air-
port security last year, residen-
tial facilities for personnel, in-
cluding accommodation for staff,
have been built within the air-
port complex by the concessio-
naire. Authorities said recruit-
ment and training of operational
staff have also been completed.
The airport’s cargo infrastruc-
tureisreadyaswell, andcargoop-
erations are expected to begin
alongside domestic passenger

flights. A 750-metre access road
connecting the terminal area di-
rectly tothe Yamuna Expressway
has been completed. Key com-
mercial and operational con-
tracts, including ground hand-
ling, aviation fuel services, in-
flight catering, retail outlets, food
and beverage services, cargo op-
erations and the airport hotel,
have been awarded too. Commu-
nication and navigation systems
have also been installed by Air-
ports Authority of India.

Shailendra Bhatia, nodal offi-
cer at NIAL, said the airport
could be formally inaugurated in
thelast week of March, potential-
Iy coinciding with Navratri
“This approval confirms that the
airport’s infrastructure, safety
procedures and operational sys-
tems meet the standards set by
the national aviation regulator,”
Bhatia said. “The first flights can
begin within about 45 days, dur-
ing which time all stakeholders
— ground staff, technicians and
airport personnel — will be de-
ployed.”
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