Gzb-Sitapur rail corridor

CCEA Gives
Expansion Nod
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Lucknow: The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, on
Saturday approved aRs 14,926
crore railway expansion pro-
jectforthethird and fourth li-
nes between Ghaziabad and
Sitapur, aimed at significant-
ly enhancing capacity on the
crucial corridor.

The 403-km Ghaziabad-
—Sitapur section is an exis-
ting double-line route and
forms a vital part of the Del-
hi-Guwahati High Density
Network (HDN-4), which
links Northern and Eastern
India.

Officials claim the exis-
ting double line section is
currently operating far be-
vond its capacity, with utiliza-
tion already at 168% and ex-
pected to rise to 207% if ex-
pansion is not undertaken.
Theprojectisaimed ateasing
congestion, improving con-
nectivity between northern

and eastern India, and ensu-
ring smoother passenger and
freight movement.

The proposed third andfo-
urth lines will pass through
key districts including Gha-
ziabad, Hapur, Amroha, Mo-
radabad, Rampur, Bareilly,
Shahjahanpur, Lakhimpur
Kheriand Sitapur.

To ensure smoother and
faster movement of trains,
the project alignment has be-
en planned to bypass heavily
congested stations at Hapur,
Simbhaoli, Moradabad,
Rampur, Bareilly, Shahja-
hanpur and Sitapur. Six new

ets 714,926 crore boost

stations are proposed on the-
se bypasssections.

The route also serves se-
veral prominent religious
and tourist destinations, in-
cluding Dudheshwarnath
Temple, Garhmukteshwar
Ganga Ghat, Dargah Shah
Wilayat Jama Masjid in Am-
roha and Naimisharanya in
Sitapur.

According to the railway,
project is expected to genera-
te additional freight traffic of
35.72 million tonnes per an-
num, primarily comprising
coal, foodgrains, chemical
fertilisers and finished steel.



