Scientific techniques & strategies
helped boost UP’s agri output: CM

‘State’s Agri
Growth Rate
Jumps to 18%’
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Lucknow: Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on Friday
said that Uttar Pradesh’s pro-
gress in agricultural produc-
tion was the result of scienti-
fic techniques, agro-climatic
zone-based strategies, and co-
ordinated efforts between the
central and state govts.

Addressing the Regional
Agriculture Conference
(North Zone) in Lucknow, Yo-
gisaid that the “Lab to Land"
concept has been implemen-
ted on the ground in UP di-
rectly benefiting farmers.

“There has been a signifi-
cant rise in the agricultural
growth rate, record improve-
ment in per-hectare producti-
vity expansion of multi-crop-
ping practices, and increased
focus on value addition,” he
said, adding that Uttar Pra-
desh now has the potential to
give a new direction to the co-
untry’s agricultural econo-
my.

He said that since diffe-

rent countries and regions
have distinet agro-climatic
zones, policies should be de-
signed accordingly.

The CM said that, for the
firsttime, innovationisbeing
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directly implemented at the
practical level. “Earlier, rese-
arch conducted in laboratori-
es used to take a long time to
reach the fields, but now the
‘Lab to Land’ concept has be-
come a reality, with technolo-
gy reaching farms directly,”
he said, expressing gratitude
to Union Agriculture mini-
ster Shivraj Singh Chouhan
for playving a significant role
in implementing the concept
acrossthe country.

The CM further said that
earlier, policies remained
confined to formal events.
“Butnow, tangible results are
visible. If farmers are provi-
ded with accurate informa-
tion about schemes, they
themselves are capable of
achieving better outcomes,”
he said.

Referring to the situation
in2017, he noted that the state

then had only 69 Krishi Vigy-
an Kendras (KVKs), most of
which were nearly inactive,
with theirscientists attached
toother institutions,

Subsequently, with the
central govt's initiative to es-
tablish 20 new KVKs and
strengthen existing ones, a
structured plan was imple-
mented. “Today, all KVKs are
active, promoting innovation
and driving agricultural de-
velopment across all nine ag-
ro-climatic zones of the state
through Centres of Excellen-
ce,” he said.

Yogi noted that scientists
today conduct demonstra-
tions at the local level and
then implement them direct-
ly in farmers’ fields through
regular visits, continuous
workshops, and various out-
reach programmes, while
maintaining constant dialo-

gue with the Govt of India.

“Asaresult, theagricultu-
ral growth rate of Uttar Pra-
desh has increased from 8%
toapproximately 18%," he sa-
id.

The CM said that greater
achievements are possible.
He noted that at the time of
Independence, agriculture
contributed about 41-42% to
India’s economy, but this sha-
re has gradually declined. If
better coordination is estab-
lished between agriculture
and manufacturing, the pace
of development can accelera-
te further.

The chief minister emp-

hasised that technology can
play a crucial role in the pre-
sent era. He expressed grati-
tude to the Govt of India and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for facilitating the es-
tablishment of international
centres for various products
in the state.

For example, the Interna-
tional Rice Research Institu-
te has been set up in Varana-
si, yielding excellent results
with the development of new
crop varieties. He also than-
ked the PM for approving the
International Potato Center
in Agra, which is set to begin
operations soon,



