PM TO INAUGURATE EXPRESSWAY ON APRIL 29

12 manufacturing clusters to
beset up along Ganga e-way

Express News Service
Lucknow, April 26
AHEAD OF the inauguration of
the594-km Ganga Expressway
on April 29 by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Uttar Pra-
desh government hasdrawnup
plans to develop 12 industrial
clusters along the corridor,
pitching the project as a com-
bined infrastructure and
manufacturing inidative.

Otficials said the clusters—
termed Integrated Manufactur-
ing and Logistics Clusters
(IMLCs)—will come up across
all 12 districts on the Meerut-
Prayagrajstretch, with 6,507
acres identified for the purpose.
Theplanisbeing implemented
by the Uttar Pradesh Express-
ways Industrial Development
Authority (UPEIDA).

The state has received 987
expressions of interest (EOIs)
tor the proposed nodes, trans-
lating into a potential invest-
ment of Rs 46,660 crore, offi-
cials claimed. The proposals
span manufacturing, ware-
housing, logistics parks, e-com-
merce, and agro-processing.

Each node has been
planned around local advan-
tages, with the aim of creating
a distributed industrial net-
work along the expressway.
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Bulandshahr, at 2,798 acres,
i5 the largest proposed cluster.
Other nodes include Sambhal
(591 acres), Meerut (529 acres),
Hardoi (335 acres), and Unnao
(333 acres).

The 12 proposed locations
are: Meerut (529 acres), Hapur
(304 acres), Bulandshahr (2,798
acres), Amroha (348 acres),
Sambhal (591 acres), Badaun
(269 acres), Shahjahanpur (252
acres), Hardoi (335 acres),
Unnao (333 acres), Raebareli
(232 acres), Pratapgarh (263
acres), and Prayagraj (251 acres).

Officialssaidtheintegration
of industrial clusters with the
expressway is expected tore-
duce logistics costs and im-
prove freight movement across
regions. The corridor will con-
nect western UP with the cen-
tral and eastern parts of the
state. Districts such as Hardot,
Unnao, Raebareli, and Pratap-
garh are expected to see in-
creased industrial activity as
the clusters are developed.

Theclusterswillalsorequire
supporting infrastructure, in-
cluding internal roads, utilities,
and storage facilities. Develop-
ment isexpectedtobetaken up
in phases alongside the oper-
ationalisation of the express-
way, otficials said.

PM Modi will inauguratethe
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six-lane Ganga Expressway, a
594-km greenfield road con-
necting Westermn, Central and
Eastern regionsof Uttar Pra-
desh, on April 29. The new ex-
pressway, built at a cost of
around Rs 36,230 crore, is ex-
pected o "significantly reduce”
travel ime between Meerutand
Prayagraj fromthecurrent 10-12
hours to approximately 6 hours.

In a statement on Sunday,
the PMOsaid, "The Prime Min-
ister will inaugurate the Ganga
Expressway in Hardoi district,
marking a significant mile-
stone in the development of
world-class infrastructure in
thecountry...” "Theexpressway
traverses 12 districts - Meerut,
Bulandshahr, Hapur, Amroha,
Sambhal, Badaun, Shahjahan-
pur, Hardoi, Unnaoe, Raebareli,
Pratapgarh, and Prayagraj -
thereby connecting Western,
Central, and Eastemn regions of
Uttar Pradesh through asingle
seamless high-speed corridor,”
the statement said.

“A key highlight of the pro-
jectisthe provisionof a 3.5km-
long Emergency Landing Facil-
ity (airstrip) in Shahjahanpur
district. This dual-use infra-
structure enhances national se-
curity preparedness and adds
strategic value beyond econ-
omic benefits,” it said.




