Modi: New eway
will be lifeline of
UP’s development

Times News NeTwork

Tucknow: Talking ahout the
spieedy construction of the
Ganga eway alter inaugurat-
ing it, PM Narendra Modi
said on Wednesday, “This
is the style and pace of work
of the double-engine govt.”
Describing the expressway
stretch as akin toa “teertha”,
Meodi said it would become a
lifeline for TIFs development,
opeEning up new economic op-
portunities. e added that the
corridor would not only facili-
tate faster travel but also serve
as g gateway for industrial
growth and employment gen-
eration, “Gone are the days
when construction of a single
road took vears. There was a
time when projects would Jan-
puish in files,”" he said. In an
apparent swipe at the opposi-
tion, Modi said that founda-
tion plagues used to get in-
stalled at the time of polis but
projects never materialised
even as govts came and went.
He criticised previous
govts for ignoring the inter-
ests of farmers who faced dif-
ficulties of sterage and trans-
portation. “Their problems
will now be solved and they
will get higher incomes,” he
sald, Modisaidnew industrial
corridors would be developed
along the Ganga Expressway
“The previous govt did not

Ganga eway brings
windfall to farmers

M Modi's inauguration of the

Gangaeway was broadcast
live across western UP as
farmers welcomed the project
and the compensation payouts
itbrought. Nearfy 18,000 acres
were acquired, with thousands
of crores transferred directly to
landowners — up to fourtimes
rural circle rates anddouble In
urban areas. Biggest payouts
included Rs 1,800-2,000 crore in
Meerutand Hapur, R51,250
erorein Badaun, Rs 1.100 crore in
Shahjahanpurand Rs 236crare
in Amroha, while officials said
the eway would create jobs and
raise land values. = Rahul Singh

even dream of industrial cor-
ridors in various places, in-
cluding Hardoi, " he said,

The PM said that TP which
was earlier billed as a "BIMA-
RO" state, was now striving to
become a §1 trillion economy
“Itis ahugetarget. Andthisre:
quires equally big prepara-
tion,™ he said. “The economic
development of UP i= today be-
coming India’s strategic
strength as well” he said.
“There was a time when UP
was identified by its potholed
roads. The same state is now
home {o the maximum mun-
berof expressways,” he said.
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