[TA, Nepal delegation
hold talks on trade
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Lucknow: A delegation
from Nepal and the Indian
Industries Association (ITA)
held a strategic dialogue on
Saturday to explore ways to
strengthen trade, I1nvest-
ment and MSME coopera-
tion between Nepal and Ut-
tar Pradesh.

The meeting focused on
expanding bilateral engage-
ment 1n sectors including fo-

FOCUS ON MSME

od processing,agro-based in-
dustries, tourism, cross-bor-
der logistics, information
technology, renewable ener-
oy and manufacturing.

The Nepaldelegation, led
by Charge d’Affaires, Dr Su-
rendra Thapa, included Eco-
nomic minister Tara Nath
Adhikari, Economic coun-
sellor Rabindra Jung Thapa
and Accounts counsellor
Bhesh Prasad Bhurtel. The
delegation interacted with
industrialists, exportersand

MSME representatives from
across Uttar Pradesh.

ITA officials said the dia-
logue aimed to translate the
cultural and geographical
proximity between India
and Nepal into stronger eco-
nomicpartnerships. “Thisis
the right time to convert the
existinggoodwill into practi-
cal business opportunities,”
said chairman of IIA’s Inter-
national Relations Cell
Aman Agrawal.

During the discussions,
the Nepal delegation shared
details of investment oppor-
tunities in Nepal, 1ts liberal
foreign investment policies,
special economic zones and
ongoing business-friendly
reforms.

Addressing the gathe-
ring, Thapasaid India-Nepal
ties were rooted in a shared
history, culture and strong

people-to-people connec-
tions.
He added that deeper eco-

nomic cooperation with Ut-
tar Pradesh could contribute
toregional prosperity.



