Rs 35,000 crore investment taking
shape in UP defence corridors: Yogi
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UTTAR PRADESH Chief Min-
ister Yopi Adityanath on Wed-
nesday said investment propo-
sals worth more than Rs 35,000
crore are taking shape on the
ground inthe state'ssix defence
industrial corridors located in
Lucknow. Kanpur, Jhansi,
Agra, Aligarh and Chitrakoot.

Addressingthe closing cer-
emony ofthe three-day North-
Tech Symposium held at New
Cantt here, he said, "The state
government has alsocreated a
large land bank. Through the
defence and aerospace policy,
incentives are being provided
to investors willing to invest."
The chiefministersaid Aligarh
has emerged as a hub for small
arms, defence equipment and
military supplies, while Kanpur
-- traditionally known as the
Manchester of the East - is be-
coming a centre for ammuni-
tion, missiles, defence textiles
and protective gear.

"Lucknow has been focused
on BrahMos missiles and
heavy defence manufacturing.
Chitrakoot and Agra arebeing
developed for precisionengin-
eering in aerospace and de-
fence," he said.

Adityanath said manufac-
turing of artillery shells,
drones, bulletproof jacketsand
advanced communication sys-
tems is being undertaken in
the defence corridors to en-
hancethecapabilities of armed
forces.

"The required ecosystem
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CM Yogi Adityanath with General Officer Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-in-C), Northern Command
LtGen Pratik Sharma (right), and GOC-in-C, Central Command., Lt Gen Anindya Sengupta (left). during
Morth Tech Symposium, in Prayagraj on Wednesday. #11

for defence manufacturing
corridors exists in Uttar Pra-
desh. The state has 56 percent
skilled manpower. Thereisalso
astrong base of MEMESs, with
96 lakh units already oper-
ational across sectors ranging
from hardware toleather and
textiles,” he said.

The chief minister said the
government is working with
Indian Institute of Technology,

Kanpur to develop a Centre of

Excellence for drones.

"Today, more than 21,000
start-ups have been estab-
lished inUttar Pradesh across
sectors, induding AL robotics,
drones, semiconductors and
data centres,” he said.
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Referring to governancere-
forms, Adityanath said when
his government assumed of-
fice in 2017 ensuring good gov-
ernance and establishing the

rule oflaw was a priority.

"To bring the state out ofits
identity crisis, we had to en-
force a zero-tolerance policy
against crime and criminals

strictly,” he said.

He said this policy has cte-
ated a robust ecosystem and
that Uttar Pradesh now has one
of the best infrastructures in
the country in terms of ex-
pressways, highways, rail con-
nectivity, metro networks and

air connectivity.

"Prioritising security has
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led to major investors showing
interest in Uttar Pradesh. Im-
proved law and order has
helped us attract quality in-
vestiments," he added.

The symposium was inau-
gurated by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on May 4. More
than 250 companies from the
defencesector showeased their
products and technologies at
the event, officials said.

The CM appreciated the
country's emerging indigen-
ous defence capabilities. The
three-day event showcases a
wide range of state-of-the-art
technologies and equipment
developed to suit the needs of
modem wartfare.
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