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Lucknow: The Union ministry
of electronics and information
technology (MeitY), in partners-
hip with the Uttar Pradesh govt,
will set up three centres of excel-
lence in artificial intelligence
(AI-COEs) in the state under the
IndiaAl Mission to promote Al
innovation, research and startup
incubation.

The AI-COEs will be establis-
hed at APJ Abdul Kalam Techni-
cal University (AKTU), Luck-

now; Harcourt Butler Technical
University (HBTU), Kanpur; and
the Indian Institute of Informa-
tion Technology (IIIT), Lucknow,
officials said.

The centres are planned as
collaborative hubslinkingacade-
mia, startups and industry to de-
velop scalable, indigenous Al so-
lutions aimed at public good and
economic growth. In addition to
supportingresearch and product
development, the hubs will provi-
de access to data sets and advan-
ced computing infrastructure
and will facilitate capacity buil-
ding through Data & Al Labs.

Each AI-COE will be develo-
ped with an investment of Rs 50
crore under a 40:40:20 funding
model, with contributions from
MeitY, the UP govt and industry

'MeitY, UP to set up 3 Al
Centres of Excellence

or academic partners. Industry
partners associated with the ini-
tiative include Google, NAS-
SCOM, Microsoft, TCS, EY and
HCL.

Officialssaid the AI-COEs are
envisioned as platforms to
strengthen research and innova-
tion while catalysing a robust
startup ecosystem. By bringing
together stakeholders from govt,
academia and industry, the cent-
resaimtohelpstartupsscale con-
cepts into viable ventures with
wider adoption potential.

A key focus will be on deploy-
ing Al-driven solutions in gover-
nance to improve efficiency,
transparency and responsive-
ness in public service delivery,
with the goal of enhancing citi-
zen experience.
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