From Self-Help Groups to rural enterprises;
women powering UP’s economy

UNDERTHE LEADER SHIP OFCHIEF MINISTER YOGIADITYANATH, THE
STATEGOVERNMENT, THROUGH ITS VARIOUS WELFARE INITIATIVES
ANDTHEUTTAR PRADESH STATE RURALLIVELIHOOD MISSION
(UPSRLM ), HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY CONNECTING MILLIONS OF
RURALWOMEN WITH SELF-EMPLOYMENT, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, AND
FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE. ASA RESULT, WOMEN ARENOT ONLY
ENHANCINGTHEIR HOUSEHOLD INCOMESTHROUGH SELF-HELP
GROUPS(SHGS) BUTAREALSO PLAYINGA SIGNIFICANT ROLEIN
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nUtar Pradesh, women's
empowermentis nolonger
just a social initiative, it
is becoming a strong
foundation for economic
transformation.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Yogi Aditvanath,
thestate government, through
its various welfare initiatives
and the Uttar Pradesh State
Rural Livelihood Mission
(UPSRLM), his been consistenthy
connecting millions of rural
womenwithselfemployment,
entrepreneurship, and financial
independence. As a result,
wormen are not only enhancdng
their household incomes
through Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) but are also playing a
significant wle in reshaping
the rural economy:
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Officials here on Sunday
said at present, nearly 10
million women acmwoss Uttar
Pradesh are associated with
around one million Self-Help
Groups.

These groups have gone
beyond promoting savings
and providing credit facilities.
They haveempowered women
toestablishbusinesses, access
financial assistance, receive
skill development training,
and market their products
effectively.

Reena Singh from Varanasi
has emerged as an inspiring
example of this transformation.
After her husband met with
an accident, she took
responsibility for supporting
her family and, along with 11
other women, started the
Mahadev Self-Help Group.

What began as a small
initiative has now evolvedinto
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asuceessful enterpriseengaged
in the processing of turmeric,
coriander, and pulses.

This woemen-led business
now records an anrmialhurnover
of over Rs80lakh and provides
employment and livelihood

https://epaper.thestatesman. com/c/80367884

opportunities to more than
200 women.

Across various districts of

the state, women are actively
engaged in sectors such as
agricultural produce processing
dairy farming, food product

RESHAPINGTHE RURALECONOMY.

manufacturing, tailoring,
handicrafts, and theoperation
of rural marts.

They are no longer limited
to selling raw materials but
are adding value to their
products through packaging,
branding, and marketing This
has led tohigherrural incomes,
greater local employment
generation; and a reduction
in migration from villages.

Tohrtherstrengthenwomen
entrepreneurship, expanding
access to digital technology,

modern equipment, skill
development, e-commerce
platforms, and larger markets
rEmaing essential.

The Yogi Government's
women-centricempowerment
policies are creating a strong
foundation in this direction.

Alongside industrial growth,
investment, and infrastructure
development, women-led rural
enterprises have emerged as
vital pillars of Uttar Pradesh's
inclusive and sustainable
development.




