
&
By leveraging its
location, skilled
workforce, agri-

cultural base, and rapidly
improving connectivity, the
Uttar Pradesh (UP) govern-
ment is positioning eastern
UPas amajor industrial and
investmenthub.Additional
Chief Secretary (Industrial
Development) and Infra-
structure and IndustrialDe-
velopmentCommissioner
DeepakKumar, in an in-
person interviewwith
SiddharthKalhans, speaks
of industrial growth inPur-
vanchal. Edited excerpts:

EasternUP,particularly
Varanasi, hasbeen
receivingsignificant
investmentproposals.How
will thegovernment
address thematterof land
availability in this region?
Landisnotaconstraintinn

UP.Itisacompetitive
advantage.Thestatehas
developedanindustrialland
bankofover75,000acres.To
leverageitsextensive
expresswaynetwork,UPis
developing27“Integrated
Manufacturing&Logistics
Clusters”(IMLCs)alongmajor
expresswaysandeconomic
corridors.InthePurvanchal
region,IMLCsarebeing
developedinnineplaces
includingAyodhya,Prayagraj,
Varanasi,andGorakhpur.

Which industriesdoes the
stategovernmentwish to
promote ineasternUP?
Wearebuildingonthen

region’sstrengths.Thestateis
positioningitseasternpartas
anindustrialandinvestment
hubbyleveragingits location,
workforce,agriculturalbase,
andrapidlyimprovingconn-
ectivitytoattractinvestment,
createjobs,anddrivebalanc-
edregionaldevelopment.
Prioritysectorsincludefood
processingandagro-based
industries; textiles&apparel
(includingtheVaranasisilk
andBhadohicarpetclusters);
tourism&hospitality;energy;

logistics&warehousing;and
informationtechnologyand
informationtechnology-
enabledservices(ITand
ITeS),globalcapabilitycent-
res(GCCs),datacentresand
digital infrastructure.Tosup-
portinvestmentinthesesec-
tors, thestateoffersacompr-
ehensivepolicyecosystem.

What is attracting investors
toPurvanchal?Whydo
theyfindthis region
investor-friendly?
Infrastructurecreatesn

confidenceandconfidence
translates into investment,
which, inturn,creates jobs.
Purvanchalhaswitnesseda
remarkable transformation
inrecentyearsandis
increasinglyemergingasone
of India’smostattractive
investmentdestinations,
supportedbyworld-class
connectivity,policysupport,
andimprovedeaseofdoing
business.Major factorsare
driving investorconfidence,
suchas thePurvanchal
Expresswayandexpanding
expresswayconnectivity,
includingtheupcoming
GangaExpressway,National
Waterway-1andtheMulti-
ModalTerminal inVaranasi.

Besidesconnectivity
throughtheEastern
DedicatedFreightCorridor
andanextensiverailway
network, reducing logistics
costsandimprovingmarket
accessarealsomajor factors.

Whatare theprospects for
technology industries,
particularlyGCCsanddata
centres, ineasternUP?
Talent isdistributed,andn

soshouldbeopportunities.
Thenextgenerationof
technologyinvestmentwill
notbeconfinedtometros.
Technologyfollowstalent
andinfrastructure.UPhas
alignedall threeandthe
easternregionisemergingas
apromisingtechnologyand
knowledge-serviceshub,
supportedbytheGCCPolicy
2024, IT&ITeSPolicy2022,
andDataCentrePolicy,
whichprovidedifferentiated
incentivesforthePurvanchal
regionandcreateastrong
foundationfortechnology-
ledinvestment.Theregion
offerssignificantcompetitive
advantages, includingalarge
talentpool fromBanaras
HinduUniversity(BHU),
IndianInstituteof
Technology(BHU),andother

leadinginstitutions; lower
operatingcosts; improving
multimodalconnectivity;
andinvestment-ready
industrial infrastructure.
Thesestrengthssupport

UP’shub-and-spokeGCC
model,enablingcompanies
toaccesshigh-quality talent
whileoptimisingcosts.
Growinginvestment in
IT/ITeSanddatacentres in
Prayagraj,Unnao,Jhansiand
Bundelkhanddemonstrates
that thestate’s technology
ecosystemisexpanding
beyondtheNationalCapital
Region.Withpolicysupport,
talent,competitivecostsand
improving infrastructure,
easternUPiswellpositioned
toattract thenextwaveof
GCCs,digital services,
technology,analytics,health
care,andbankingand
insurance,apart from
research&development.

What is thecurrent
preparedness for thenext
ground-breakingceremony
(GBC),andhowmany
projects fromeasternUPare
expectedtoberolledout?
ThestoryofUPisoneofn

convertinginvestor
confidenceintofactories,
jobsandeconomicgrowth.
Lastyearalone, thestate
added4,860factories, taking
thenumberofregistered
units to32,332.Oursuccess is
measurednotbyproposals
butbyinvestmenttranslated
intooperationalenterprises
andemploymentopport-
unities.Thismomentumis
reflectedinthesuccessofthe
UPGlobal InvestorsSummit
(GIS)2023andGBC4.0.GIS
2023attractedinvestment
proposalsworthover~33.5
trillion,whileGBC4.0saw
thelaunchof14,701projects
worthmorethan~10trillion.
UPcontinuestowitness
stronginvestmentmomen-
tum,andfurtherannounc-
ementswillbemadebythe
chiefminister.EasternUPis
expectedtoplayasignificant
role inthisnextphase.
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‘Purvanchal emerging as
amajor investment hub’

&
Achievinga
trillion-dollar
economy in

UttarPradesh (UP) ispossible
if industrial growthandenvi-
ronmental sustainability go
hand inhand.TheYogiAdi-
tyanathgovernmenthas
beenmakingefforts to
ensure that industrial growth
is achievedalongwith
environmental protection.
RavindraPratapSingh,
chairmanof theUPPollution
ControlBoard (UPPCB)
tellsSiddharthKalhans in an
interviewhowthis canbe
done.Editedexcerpts:

Whatkindof industries
shouldbepromoted in
easternUP,particularly in
Varanasi, so that lessharm
iscausedto the
environment?
IneasternUP, all typesofn

industries canbepromoted.
Now, technologies are
available, that can treat
effluentswell, andalso there
aredevices that cancontrol
airpollution.EasternUPhas
richnatural resources,
fertile soil, andplentyof
water—best-suited for agro-
based industries also.

Canindustryand
environmentprotectiongo
together in
environmentally sensitive
areasofeasternUP?
Absolutely.n

Industrialisationand
environmentalprotection
cango together. Just that
there isneed for industries
to select anduseappropriate
technologies for treating
pollutantsbeing release.

Despiteall required
resources, easternUPis
power-starved.Cansolar
energybridge thisgap?
EasternUP isproducingn

thermalpowernotonly for
theentire statebutalso for
thecountry.However, as far
as solarpower is concerned,
it canbe furtheredas
Mirzapur, Prayagraj, and
otherdistrictshavevery
goodpotential in this area.

Anotherpotential sourceof
energy ineasternUPcanbe
biofuel.EasternUPhasbeen
doingwell inagricultureand
dairy sectors,whichcan
beutilised forproducing
bioenergy.

With industriesgrowingat
a fasterpace,what
precautions is theUPPCB
taking tomaintainan
ecologicalbalance?
Under the leadershipofn

ChiefMinisterYogi
Adityanath,UPhas set itself
a target of becominga
trillion-dollar economy.
Andalso, the state is playing
apivotal role in ensuring
that Indiabecomesa $5
trillion economyas
envisionedbyPrime
MinisterNarendraModi. To
achieve this, industrial

growthmust gohand in
handwith environmental
protection.TheUPPCB is
committed to ensuring that
industrial development
remains environmentally
sustainable. Besides
pushing for end-of-pipe
solutions,weare also
encouraging industries to
adopt cleanerproduction
technologies, resource-
efficientprocesses,water
conservationmeasures, and
waste-minimisation
practices to ensure that
inpursuit of economic
growthwealso achieve
net-zero targets.
Tostrengthen

environmentalmonitoring
inthestate, theUPPCBis
establishingastate-of-the-
artartificial intelligence (AI)-
enabledcontrol roomand

datacentre. Inthefirstphase,
this initiativewill facilitate
real-timemonitoringof
sewagetreatmentplants
(STPs)andbiomedicalwaste
treatmentanddisposal
facilitiesacrossUP,enabling
bettercomplianceand
timelyregulatoryaction.
Thiswillbedoneinother
sectorsaswell.

Whatsteps is theUPPCB
taking tocreateawareness
ofenvironmentso that
pollutioncanbereduced in
thestate?
Publicparticipation isn

essential for effective
environmentalprotection.
theUPPCB isundertakinga
wide rangeof awareness
programmes toencourage
citizens, educational
institutions, industries, and
local communities toadopt
environmentally
responsiblepractices.
Theboardhasdeveloped

National ServiceScheme
(NSS)-ledprogrammes, and
has startedoutreach
activities in schools and
colleges, plantationdrives,
plastic-free campaigns, and
theobservanceof important
environmental events such
asWorldEnvironmentDay.
Toengagetheyouth, the

UPPCBhas introducedits
mascot“SarusSaathi”,and
launchedinitiativessuchas
“GreenCommando”,“Bea
ChangeMaker”,and“Expert
LectureSeries”.
Theboardalso

collaborateswithpremier
academic institutionsand
civil societyorganisationsto
promoteresearch,
innovation,andpublic
participationin
environmentalconservation.
Inaddition, theUPPCB

usesdigital andsocialmedia
platforms todisseminate
informationonair andwater
pollution,waste
management, plasticwaste
reduction, andsustainable
lifestyles, inspiringcitizens
and industries toadopt
cleanerandgreener
practices.

‘Growthmust gohand in
handwith environment’

(to strengthen environmental monitoring in
the state, uPPcb is establishing a state-of-the-
art ai-enabled control room and data centre)
Ravindra Pratap Singh, chairman, UPPCB

VirenDra sinGh raWaT

Uttar Pradesh (UP) is India’smost popu-
lous state, home to anestimated 250
millionpeople. Today,UP ranks among
India’s top stateswith a gross state do-
mestic product (GSDP) estimated to
touchalmost ~40 trillion in 2026-27
(FY27). The composite development of
UP is imperative for India to becomea
developednationby 2047.
Against this backdrop,UPoffers un-

limited growthpotential to the banking
sector to leverage the state’s vastmar-
ket size and economy for its own
growth.Owing toUP’s geography and
population, banks have an expansive
canvas to launchnewproducts, assess
market response and innovate for a
wide spectrumof customers, both retail
and institutional.
At theendofMarch2026, the com-

bineddeposit baseof all banksoperating
inUPwasmore than~21.43 trillion, a
growth rateof 10.7per centover thepre-
viousyear. Likewise,advancesat theend
ofMarch2026outpacedthe~12.85 trillion
mark,postingagrowthrateof 13.54per
cent,accordingto theofficialdata.
Currently,UPhas a combined

branchnetworkof almost 21,000com-
prising all public andprivate-sector
banks, cooperative banks, regional rural
banks (RRB), small financebanks and
payment banks.While commercial
banks leadwithmore than 14,200
branches, RRBs andcooperative banks
operate branchnetworks of over 4,300
and 1,690, respectively.

$1 trillioneconomytarget
In linewith India’s overarching $5 tril-
lion economy target, theYogiAditya-
nath government is also aiming tomake
UPa $1 trillion economyby 2030.
Therefore,UPneedsbig-ticket in-

vestments in various sectors. These in-
clude infrastructure, health, logistics,
transport, tourism,hospitality and ser-
vices, amongothers, for implementing
thenext generationof reforms.
This is possible only through a ro-

bust and growing network of commer-
cial and other banks across different re-
gions, including easternUP
(Purvanchal), Bundelkhand, central
UP (Madhyanchal) andwesternUP
(Paschimanchal).
While the credit-deposit (CD) ratio

of UPhas breached 60 per cent, the
chiefminister has urged banks to take
further steps to boost the ratio to al-
most 70 per cent by giving impetus to
loans for startups, young entrepre-
neurs andmicro enterprises. Due to
the growing network of expressways,
Uttar Pradesh is now acknowledged as
the ‘Expressway Pradesh’ in India.
However,mega infra projects, which
have a long gestation period, need
large funding by financial institutions,
including banks.

JanDhanYojana
Public sector banks account for thebulk
of thebanking transactions, especially
in rural and remotepockets. They also
lead inpriority-sector banking services,
includingno-frills PradhanMantri Jan
DhanYojana (PMJDY) accounts.
TheCentrehas embarkedon laying

the foundation for a smooth transforma-
tionof thedomestic economy fromcash
todigital.
Toachieve this objective, theflagship

financial inclusionprogramme ‘Jan
DhanYojana’was embodiedby the
Centre.Today,UPhas thehighest
numberof JanDhanaccounts, corre-
sponding tonearly 15per centof thepan
IndiaPMJDYaccounts.
JanDhan is aimed at providing each

individual a basic savings bank ac-
count. The schemehas achieved sev-
eral globalmilestones inmass financial
inclusion, depositmobilisation and
credit growth.Moreover, India is
among the top receivers of foreign re-
mittances by its citizens andnon-resi-
dent Indians (NRIs).
Remittances arefinancial transfers

madebypeopleworking abroad to sup-
port their families in their home
country. In this context,UP is oneof the
top states in India.
Thebanks continue to offer seamless

money transfer services to citizens and
NRIs via digital channels andSWIFT
wire transfers, amongothers.

banks togivefillip
touP’s$1 trillion
economyroadmap

Banking on growth
UP has combined branch network ofn
almost 21,000 branches
Commercial banks lead with more thann
14,200 branches, followed by RRBs
and cooperative banks with over 4,300
and 1,690 branches respectively
At the end of March 2026, then
combined deposit base of all banks
in UPwas more than ~21.43 trn
CD ratio in the state has breachedn
60%mark


