‘Feat validates UP’s vision
for Buddhist pilgrimage’

Unesco Tag
Likely To
Attract More
Int’l Pilgrims
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Lucknow: For Buddhists
across the world, Sarnath
marksoneof thedefining mo-
ments in the faith’s history.
The sacred landscape has
sustained a pilgrimage tradi-
tion for nearly 2,500 vearsand
preservessomeof the earliest
surviving examples of Budd-
hist monastic architecture,
artand learning.

UP tourism and culture
minister Jaiveer Singh de-
scribed it as a landmark
achievement for Uttar Pra-
desh’s cultural heritage.
“From theland of Lord Budd-
ha and the Ramayan to Jain,
Sufi and other spiritual tradi-
tions, Uttar Pradesh carries
an extraordinary civilisa-
tional legacy. Sarnath’s rec-
ognition after a 28-year wait
isahistoric achievementthat
will give our Buddhist Cir-
cuit a major global push
while taking Uttar Pradesh’s
message of peace, spirituali-
ty and cultural inclusivity to
a much wider international
audience,” he said.

Additional chief secreta-
ry, tourism, culture and reli-
gious affairs, Amrit Abhijat,
said theinscription validated
Uttar Pradesh’s sustained ef-

The sacred landscape has sustained a pilgrimage tradition for 2,500 yes

Matter of pride for UP, says CM

M Yogi Adityanath called it a proud moment for all Indi-

ans. “Sarnath’s inscription on the Unesco World Heri-
tage Listisaproud momentfor every Indian and ashiningre-
flection of Uttar Pradesh’s glorious spiritual and cultural
legacy. Uttar Pradesh welcomes the world to experience this
eternal heritage,” hewrote on X.

forts to position itself as the
heartland of Buddhist pil-
grimage.

“Sarnath hasbeen central
toour strategy of taking UP’s
Buddhistheritage to interna-
tional audiences. Through
travel trade engagement, fa-
miliarisation visits, Budd-
hist celebrations and invest-
ments in visitor infrastruc-
ture, we have worked to build
astronger global presence for
the state’s Buddhist Circuit.
Unesco recognition gives
those efforts an even stronger
platform and is expected to
increase international foot-
fall while encouraging vis-
itors to explore destinations
across the cireuit,” he said.

Conservation architect
Abha Narain Lambah, who

prepared Sarnath’s Unesco
nomination dossier, said the
site’s exceptional value lay in
the combination of its histo-
ry and living traditions.
“Sarnath uniquely brings
together the place of Budd-
ha'’s First Sermon, the begin-
ningsof theBuddhist Sangha
and an unbroken pilgrimage
tradition spanning nearly
2,500 years. That is what gives
it an exceptional place in
world heritage,” shesaid.
The Heritage tag will fur-
ther strengthen Uttar Pra-
desh’s Buddhist tourism
strategy, which links Sarnath
with destinations such as
Kushinagar, Shravasti, Ka-
pilvastu, Kaushambi and
Sankisa. Officials believe the
Unesco tag will not only at-

Tribute to India’s
civilisational
legacy: PM Modi

M Narendra Modi

hailed the announce-
ment. “Delighted that Sar-
nath has been inseribed on
the Unesco World Heritage
List. Sarnath has a close as-
sociation with Lord Budd-
ha, whose timeless message
of wisdom,compassionand
harmony inspires the
world. Thisrecognition cel-
ebrates India’s profound
civilisational and spiritual
heritage.Itwill also inspire
more people across the
world to come to Sarnath
and connect with the ideals
of Lord Buddha,” he wrote
onX.

tract more international pil-
grims and heritage travellers
but also encourage longer
stays and wider exploration
of the state’s Buddhist cir-
cuit, giving a fresh impetus to
tourism in eastern UP.

"For more than 2,500
years, Sarnath has been a
place of pilgrimage and in-
spiration for Buddhists
around the world... Its tem-
ples, stupas, and monasteries
bear witness to centuries of
faith, devotion, and shared
human heritage. Safeguard-
ingthisexceptionalsiteisour
collective responsibility for
present and future genera-
tions" said Tim Curtis, direc-
tor and representative, UN-
ESCO Regional Office for
South Asia.



