(From left) RP Singh, chairman, UPPCRE; Praveen Gupta, director, Balrampur Chini Mills;
Chandrashekhar Singh, agriculture expert; Mithilesh Kumar, general manager, Bankof
Baroda, Varanasi; and Lanka Ramesh, assistant general manager, Canara Bank

‘East UP has unlimited
potential for waste to
wealth value chain’

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Varanas, 30 June

Uttar Pradesh (UP), one of
India’s leading agricultural
states, has significant poten-
tial to harness its farm econ-
omy to achieve its “waste to
wealth” road map and con-
tribute to the larger green
economy, said UP Pollution
Control Board (UPPCE) chair-
man R P Singh.

Speaking in a panel dis-
cussion on “Scope of Agricul-
ture & Allied Industries in
Purvanchal and the Need for
Environment-Friendly Indus-
tries” at Business Standard's
maiden “Ubharta Purvan-
chal” conclave, Singh pointed
out that alarge amnount of bio-
mass produced by the state
was earlier dismissed as agri-
cultural waste or crop residiie.
“On average, a tonne of food
grain produces 1.7 tonnes of
farm residue, which has a
huge economic valueowingto
tha biofuel supply chain.”

Biomass could be used in
several forms, including pel-
lets for industry, compressed
biogas (CBG) and small bio-
fuel-based power plants,
Singh said. He also suggested
forming farmer producer
organisations (FPOs) tocollect
biomass fromsmall landhold-
ings and small cultivators at
the village level.

Balrampur Chini Mills
Director Praveen Gupta said
the company, which operates
10 sugar mills in Uttar Pra-
desh, had a robust business
mode] that economised on
the use of resources, includ-
ing energy and groundwater.
“We are investing nearly
3,000 crore in a greenfield
bioplastic plant in Uttar Pra-
desh, which will be commis-
sioned by theend of thisyear,”
he said.

Balrampur Group's mills
have a combined capacity of
80,000 tonnes crushed per
day (TCD). The company also

operates five distilleries and
produces ethanol at scale for
blending with fossil fuels.
Stressing the importance of
green fuel against the back-
drop of the recent global oil
crisis, Gupta said blending
ethanol, a sugar byproduct,
with fuel provided a viable
way to cut carbon emissions
and augment farm incaomes.
However, he flagged the
availability of farm labourasa
challenge for the optimum
growth of agriculture, and
suggested greater farm mech-
anisation and use of modern
technology. “There should be
platforms modelled on ride-
hailing apps for aggregating
farm implements like sugar-

EXPERTS SAID THE REAL
TRANSFORMATION IN THE
AGRICULTURAL SECTOR
WOULD HAPPEN ONLY
WHEN FARMERS STARTED
TO THINK AND ACT LIKE
MICRO-ENTREPRENEURS

cane harvesters, which could
be hired on a rental basis.”

Balrampur has also con-
verted ash generated at its
manufacturing units  into
potash granules, which return
tothesoiland help agriculture
inthe long run.

Chandrasekhar Singh, a
Padma shri awardee farmer,
said the real transformation in
agriculture would happen
only when farmers started
thinking and acting like
micro-entrepreneurs, aligned
with industry, and adopted
comimercial crops. He also rec-
ommended forming FPOs
exclusively for organic far-
ming, saying this could create
a win-win simation for all
stakeholders.

He said his long experience
showed that farmers were
keen to move away from the
wheat-rice cycle and experi-
ment with new crops and sus-

rainable farming practices.

However, they were hesi-
tant becauseofthe lackof new
markets and adequate govern-
ment support. “Purvanchal is
known for farmers with small
landholdings. The way to
address this isthrough collec-
tives and cooperatives, but for
that to happen, people must
set aside their egos.”

Mithilesh Kumar, general
manager at Bank of Baroda,
stressed the importance of
agriculture in regional econ-
omic development, job cre-
ation and exports. He said
agriculture was vital for the
domestic economy, contribu-
ting 18 per cent fo gross
domestic product (GDF),
nearly 13 per cent to exports,
and accounting for 45-55 per
cent of employment. “Bank of
Baroda wants to become an
agribusiness partner for
Farmers and support the agri-
culrural value chain.”

He said banks had earlier
focused mainly on services
like crop loans and Kisan
Credit Cards (KCCs). But the
focus had now shifted to
assessing farmers’ cash flow,
whichwas more important for
a composite development
road map, “Today, allied agri-
cultural activities are more
important, while the govern-
ment is also playing a proac-
tive and supportive rolein this
context,” he said, describing
eastern Uttar Pradesh as a
potential growth and develop-
ment engine forthestate.

Lanka Ramesh, assistant
general manager at Canara
Bank, drew attention to the
relatively small landholdings
of farmers in Uttar Pradesh,
describing this as an impedi-
ment to deriving optimum
benefit from the farm econ-
omy. “The use of modern tech-
nology such as drones and
artificial intelligence in agri-
culturecan mitigate the short-
age of farm labour and boost
agricultural growth,” he said.



