Infra development critical for $1tn
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LUCKNOW: Infrastructure
development across transport,
tourism, industry, power and
digital services will be critical
for Uttar Pradesh to achieve its
target of becoming a US$1 tril-
lion economy, said ministers,
senior bureaucrats and industry
leaders at the ‘7th Infrastruc-
ture Leadership Summit &
Awards 2026 held in Lucknow
on Friday.

The summit, attended by pol-
icymakers, government officials
and business representatives,
focused on the role of infra-
structure in driving investment,

employment and economic
growth.

Transport minister Daya-
shankar Singh said the govern-
ment is expanding transport
infrastructure through new bus
terminals, electric buses, digi-
tised services and improved
road safety. He said Uttar Pra-
desh’s growing network of
expressways and integrated
transport systems has reduced
logistics costs and improved
connectivity, making the state
more attractive for businesses.

Minister of state for indus-
trial development Jaswant
Singh Saini said policy reforms,
improved law and order and the
single-window clearance sys-
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tem have helped position Uttar
Pradesh as a preferred invest-
ment destination. He said
industrial parks, logistics hubs,
the Defence Industrial Corridor,
data centres and MSMEs are
expected to strengthen the
state’s manufacturing ecosys-
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tem and generate employment.
Tourism minister Jaiveer
Singh said investments in Ayo-
dhya, Varanasi, Mathura, Pray-
agraj, Chitrakoot, Naimishara-
nya and the Buddhist Circuit are
aimed at boosting tourism-led
economic growth through
improved infrastructure, heri-
tage conservation and visitor
facilities. ACS (tourism) Amrit
Abhijat said tourism has
emerged as an economic multi-
plier. Cyber security expert San-
jay Tarde highlighted the use of
artificial intelligence, drones,
CCTV surveillance and inte-
grated command-and-control
centres for crowd management
during the Mahakumbh.



