Uttar Pradesh deepens Japan ties
with tourism, 1nvestment push

VIRENDRA RAWAT
Lucknow, 23 August

Uttar Pradesh has showcased
its historical and cultural tour-
ism offerings to a 200-
member Japanese delegation
from Yamanashi Prefecture,
as the five-day visit also seeks
to deepen investment and
business ties between the
state and Japan.

Led by Governor of Yama-
nashi Prefecture Kotaro Naga-
sakiand Vice Governor Junichi
Ishidera, the delegation of
investors and business leaders
Is visiting Agra, Lucknow,
Greater Noida and Varanasi
afterits inaugural engagement
in New Delhi. The visit is
focused on exploring oppor-
tunities in tourism, manufac-
turing, green hydrogen, skills
and technology.

The delegation began its
Uttar Pradesh leg on Saturday
with a traditional Braj wel-
come and a visit to the Taj
Mahal after an engagement at
Galgotias University, Greater
Noida. Two agreements were
signed at the university to
expand global career oppor-
tunities for students and pro-
mote joint research in green
hydrogen. These included an

A Japanese delegation led by Yamanashi Governor Kotaro
Nagasakiin Varanasi’s Sarnath on Saturday during the
five-city tour under UP-Japan Investment Meet 2026

MoU with the Yamanashi
Prefectural Government and
a Letter of Intent with the
University of Yamanashi.

Uttar Pradesh Tourism and
Culture Minister Jaiveer Singh
and Director General, UP Tour-
ism, Vedpati Mishra hosted the
delegation in Agra.

“I had seen the Taj Mahal
many times in photographs,
but being here allows you to
notice the craftsmanship and
proportion in acompletely dif-
ferent way. From a distance it
appears grand, but when you
come closer, it is the detail that
stays with you,” Nagasaki said.

“Taj Mahal gives our guests
a familiar point of entry into
Uttar Pradesh, but the journey
ahead will introduce them to
very different experiences.
Lucknow will bring them
closer to our hospitality, cui-
sine and tourism ecosysteim,
while eastern Uttar Pradesh
will open up the Buddhist and
spiritual connect that
India and Japan have shared
for centuries,” Singh said.

Following Agra, the delega-
tion will travel to Lucknow for a
tourism engagement, includ-
ing a roundtable with more
than 50 tour operators, hotel-
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iers and entrepreneurs. Dis-
cussions will cover Buddhist
tourism, wellness, cultural
exchange and new visitor
experiences before the delega-
tion travels to Varanasi.

“The Peacock Dance, Bam
Rasiya and the traditional wel-
come gave us a meaningful
introduction to the culture of
the region. It makes a visitor
curious about the place even
before the sightseeing begins,”
Ishidera said.

The tourism push follows
the UP-Japan Investment Meet
20261n New Delhi, where Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
pitched the state as an invest-
mentdestination, highlighting
its 75,000-acre industrial land
bank, 17 operational airports,
two Dedicated Freight Corri-
dors and metro networks in
seven cities.

Yogi said the partnership
with Japan should extend
beyond factoriestotechnology
centres, research and develop-
ment facilities, skill centres and
global supply chains.

He highlighted potential
synergies between Japanese
strengths in precision, quality,
research and manufacturing
and Uttar Pradesh’s workforce,
infrastructure and market.



