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Lucknow: Japan’'s Yama-
nashi prefecture has anno-
unced a Rs 600-crore fund to
support micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs)
in UP, giving a major push to
the state’s economic part-
nership with Japan.

Chief minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath on Friday welcomed
the move, saying it reflected
growing Japanese confiden-
ce in UP as a long-term in-
vestment destination.

Addressingthe valedicto-
ry session of the UP-Japan
Investment Meet at Indira
Gandhi Pratishthan, Yogi sa-
id: “The partnership would
move beyond investment to-
wards a long-term. trust-ha-
sed partnership, combining
Japan’s precision and tech-
nology with UP’s scale, yo-
ung workforce and talent.”

Yamanashi and UP will
institutionalise their enga-
gement, with a dedicated Ya-
manashi desk at Invest UP.
The desk will coordinate
with the prefecture, its indu-
striesand investors, while in-
vestinent projects, industry
requirements, approvals and
challenges will be reviewed
every 90 days.

Yogisaid thestatewanted
to convert MoUs into produc-
tion, production into global
exports and investment into
jobs. He invited Japanese
companies, including global
capability centres, io set up
operations in Noida and Gre-
aterNoidaanduseUPasaba-
se to serve global markets.

ThedJapanese representa-
tives had appreciated UP’s
policy reforms, seamless
approvals, simpler land al-
lotment, reduced complian-
ces and improving logistics
infrastructure, including
multimodal logistics hubs,
integrated manufacturing
and logistics clusters and in-
dustrial parks, Yogi said.

He added that the Yama-
nashi madel would be exten-
ded to other Japanese prefec-
tures, building on the coope-
ration developed during his
Feb 2026 Japan visit.

Yogi said UP would work
with Japanese companies to
identify sector-specific man-
power requirements and de-
velop specialised training
programimes.

“The aim is to create an
ecosystem where industry
requirements determine
skills and skills lead to emp-
loyment,” hesaid.

The CM outlined oppor-
tunities in tourism and gre-
en hydrogen. UP will partici-
pate in a tourism festival in
Japan to showcase its Budd-
hist, spiritual, cultural and
heritage destinations and at-
tract Japanese visitors.

On green hydrogen, Yogi
said UP and Yamanashi wo-
uld develop a pilot project in-
volving Indian and Japanese
companies. Centresof Excel-
lence at IIT Kanpur and IIT-
BHU will support research,
technology adoption and cle-
an-energy innovation.

An industry off-taker will
be identified to develop the
pilot into a scalable commer-
cial model.



