Yogi: Handloom source of
livelihood for 30 lakh people

‘Next Step Is To
Link Tradition
With Tech’
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Lucknow: Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on Friday
said around 30 lakh people in
UP are earning their liveliho-
od through handloom and po-
werloom sectors and the govt
has provided electricity-rela-
ted benefits worth Rs 109 cro-
re to more than 40,000 arti-
sans.

He stressed the need to
connect handloom products
with global markets through
design, technology, packa-
ging and marketing. High-
lighting the BJP govt’s steps
to develop the sector, Yogi sa-
id handloom sector now has
70% women and Bhadohi car-
pets have been used in the
new parliament building.
Speaking at National Handlo-

om Day function at Lok Bha-

van, he called for a bigger
market for state's handloom
and handicraft products and
urged govt departments and
consumers to increase the
use of handloom.

“Around 30 lakh people in
UP have handloom and po-
werloom sector as their sour-
ceof livelihood. Of these, aro-
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quent riots and curfews, di-
rectly affecting handloom
workers, artisans, students
and women,” he said.

“In contrast, more than
70% of workers in handloom
sector are now women. The
sector has emerged as the so-
urce of livelihood for rural
households,” Yogi said.

The CM urged govt de-
partments to procure more
handloom products and said
their use in hospitals, hotels,
guest houses and other estab-
lishments could create a stea-

CM Yogi Adityanath at National Handloom Day event in Lucknow on Friday

und 2.5 lakh families, or 14-15
lakh people, are directly de-
pendent on handloom. The
next step is to connect tradi-
tional skills with changing
market demand through het-
ter design, technology, packa-
ging and marketing,” hesaid.
“This is the time of competi-
tion. We will be able to susta-
in ourselves in this healthy
competition only when we
prepare designs and textiles
according to the time and de-
mand,” Yogisaid.

He accused the previous
SP govt of lacking vision for
development and failing to
ensure security which ended
up hurting the prospects of
artisans and traders engaged
in handloom and handicraft
sector.

Yogi said the previous SP

govt had “no interest in jobs
or development” and that av-
ailable resources were “loo-
ted by one family”.

Without naming Akhi-
lesh Yadav but referring to
him as ‘Babua’, Yogi said:
“Some remain children thro-
ughout their lives. ‘Babua’
would wakeupatnoon, getre-
ady by 2pm, head to the gym
by 5pm, and gatherings wo-
uld begin after 7pm. Their
connect with the country and
the world would end there.”

He alleged that before
2017, UP suffered from poor
law and order, inadequate
electricity supply and poor
road connectivity.

“There was no security
for daughters, traders, arti-
sans or craftsmen. Markets
remained deserted due to fre-

dy institutional market for
weavers.

He also appealed to people
to gift locally made products
during festivals and other oc-
casions.

“The govt provided Rs 109
crore in electricity-related
benefits to more than 40,000
artisans associated with
handloom last year. The sup-
portwasintended to help arti-
sans improve productivity
while enabling them to com-
pete in wider markets,” he sa-
id.

“Bhadohi’s carpet indust-
ry is an example of the poten-
tial of local craft. Carpet clus-
ter, which declined before
2017, is now exporting pro-
ducts worth hundreds of cro-
res of rupees. Bhadohi car-
pets have also been used in
the new parliament buil-
ding,” he said.



