Half of the 24k startups in UP
being run by women: Yogi

CM Bats For
Skilling And
Innovation Push
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'oreign delegations, am-
F bassadors and high com-

missioners often ask me
about the challenge posed by
Uttar Pradesh’s population of
more than 25 crore. T tell them
that the bigger the challenge,
the higger the opportunity
What people call a challenge,
we see as a demographic divi-
dend,” he said.

Yogi said the state’s young
workforce should be linked
with skilling to fully realise its
potential. “Wehave theworld’s
most talented and energetic
young workforce. Providing
them a platform is the govt's
responsibility,” he said.

Yogi  attributed UP’s
growth to a supportive policy
environment and the Centre-
state “double-engine” govt, sa-
yving the ecosystem was hel-
ping young entrepreneurs
turn their ideas into busines-
ses.

CM said the change in UP’s
startup ecosystem reflected
the transformation in the sta-
te's broader business environ-
ment. He recalled that before
2017, discussions around emip-
lovment, incubators, educa-
tion and innovation were diffi-
cultamid whathedescribedas
a “negative perception of the
state”. “Talking aboutemploy-
ment, incubators, education
or innovation in those cir-
cumstarices was itself a dre-
am,” he said, referring to the
gituation before 2017. He said
the lack of will and policy pre-

CM Yogi Adityanath presents a cheque durmg the release of the "Uttar
Pradesh Startup Policy-2026" booklet and the launch of the 'Uttar
Pradesh Startup Mission' portal on Thursday

vented the state from tapping
its vast potential.

Yogi said several startups
had now contributed to chang-
ing UP's image. He added that
he had personally visited so-
me of the startups selected un-
der Bharat Innovates and was
impressed by the work being
undertaken by young entre-
preneurs.

“Women are driving a sig-
nificant part of the ecosystem,
with half of thestartups being
run by them. Govt has suppor-
ted proposals from institu-
tions including IIT-Kanpur,
BHU, IIIT, AKTU and IMs and
established a Fund of Funds
with SIDBI in 2019 to support
startups,” Yogisaid.

Healso called upon univer-
sities and higher educational
institutions to move bevond
conventional courses and cre-
ate an environment conducive
to innovation and research
and development.

“The govt provided separa-
te funds to universities for in-
novation and research activi-
ties. The state is supporting
centres of excellence in emer-
ging technologies, including
gquantum computing, space

technology, drone technology;
roboticsand green hydrogen,”
headded.

“Wherever support is nee-
ded, the zovt will stand with
you.” he said, adding that UP
needed to raise its share of In-
dia’sstartupecosystem inline
with its population.

“While the state accounts
for nearly one-sixth of India’s
population, its share of star-
tups isaround one-tenth. At le-
ast 20% of India’s startups
should be in UttarPradesh. We
should prepare for this,” he sa-
id. Twelve new incubators we-
realsorecognised.

He also unveiled a booklet
on Uttar Pradesh Startup Poli-
¢y 2026 and launched Uitar
Pradesh Startup Mission por-
tal. He said the govt would con-
sider increasing Fund of
Funds with SIDBI if required
and facilitate leased land and
plug-and-play spaces for star-
tups. “UP has moved from be-
ing among the bottom three
economies to becoming one of
India’s top three economies.
The new Uttar Pradesh is not
going to retreat. It is establis-
hingitself asoneof thefastest-
emergingeconomies,” hesaid.

CM felicitates
startup stars,
incubators
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Lucknow: Chief minister Yo-
gi Adityanath on Thursday fe-
licitated entrepreneurs and
startups contributing to Uttar
Pradesh’s growing innova-
tion ecosystem, recognising
their work across startups, in-
cubaticnand technology atan
event in Lucknow.

Yogi presented incentive
chequestofivestartups, hono-
uring Anushi Verma of Singh
Dynamic Pvt Ltd, Riya Kuma-
ri Vanshgopal of Decode Soft-
wares Pvt Ltd, Divyam of
Trishul Space, Dr Diksha
Bharti of Genomiki Solution
Pvt Ltd, and Tushar Raj of
PHSI Technology and Rese-
archPviLtd.

CM also distributed incen-
tive cheques toincubators, ho-
nouring representatives of
Nav Yug Innovation Founda-
tion, Dr Pushkar from IET
Lucknow and Dr Sanjay Ku-
mar from NIET.

As part of efforts to ex-
pand the state’s incubation
network, Yogi presented incu-
bator recognition certificates
to representatives of VBSPU
Incubation and Innovation,
Jaunpur, and MSU Academic
Foundation, Saharanpur.

Startups supported by UP
Startup Fund (UPSF) were al-
so felicitated. The CM honou-
red Tarun Senani of Magnum
Technology and Akshat Raj
and Gaurav Joshi of Alphad-
roidIndia. Healsopresenteda
letterof intentto Sunil Premji
of Brisk Olive.



