UP govt inks MoUs with Google, ITC

To Boost Agri
Prodn, Increase
Farmers’ Income
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Lucknow: UP govt on Wed-
nesday signed MoUs with Go-
ogle and Network for Humani-
ty, ITC, and Aquabridee to bo-
ost agricultural productivity
in Bundelkhand and eastern
UP and enhance farmers’ in-
comes.

The initiatives will be imp-
lemented under the Uttar Pra-
desh Diversified Agriculture
Support Project (UPDASP),
part of the World Bank-funded
UP Agriculture Growth and
Rural Enterprise Ecosystem
Strengthening (UP-AGREES)
programme.

Chief minister Yogi Adity-
anath, who presided over the
event, described the initiative
as a step towards transfor-
ming agriculture from a pro-
ductivity-driven sector into
one centred on prosperity.

“Theobjective of these Mo-

Us is not only to increase pro-
duction but also to strengthen
farmers’ incomes, climate re-
silience, value addition and
rural entrepreneurship. The-
se partnerships will play an
important role in enhancing
agricultural productivity and
improving the incomes of far-
mers across 21 districts of eas-
tern TP and seven districts of
Bundelkhand,” he said.

The CM recalled that the
decision to Iaunch the UP-AG-
REES project was taken du-
ring the visit of the World
Bank president to Uttar Pra-
desh in2025.The Rs4,000-crore
project aims to unlock the ag-
ricultural potential of eastern
UP and Bundelkhand.

He said the project is being
implemented across 123 deve-
lopment blocks in 28 districts,
with a target of benefiting 10
lakh farmers, 35,000 fish far-
mersand 3 lakh women.

Under the programme, 1.75
lakh hectares have been cove-
red during the Kharif 2026 sea-
son. For the upcoming Rabi se-
ason, the state has set a target
of boosting productivity of
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wheat, peas, gram, lentil and
mustard across an additional
1.751akh hectares.

Highlighting efforts to im-
prove farm productivity, Yogi
said, in partnership with the
International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI), Direct Seeded
Rice (DSR) is being piloted on
3,000 hectares during the 2026
Kharif season. Paddy;, maize,
millet, sorghum, pigeon pea,
sesame, urad and groundnut
have been included in the ac-
tion plan.

The CM said govt is also
working with Google and Net-
work for Humanity to develop
an open agriculture network
that will serve as adigital pub-
lic infrastructure platform.
The platform will provide far-

mers access to weather fore-
casts, market prices, soil-rela-
ted information, advisory ser-
vices and other agritech solu-
tions through a single
interface.

Yogisaid thestate has part-
nered with ITC to develop cli-
mate-resilient commodity
clusters for paddy and wheat.
The proposal envisages expan-
ding climate-smart agricultu-
re across more than 2 lakh
acres through modern practi-
ces such as zero tillage, direct-
seeded rice, climate-resilient
seed varieties and nutrient
management systems.

He said a 1,500-acre paddy
cluster is proposed in Bahra-
ich, with targets of raising
per-acre farm incomes by 20-
30% , reducing urea consump-
tion by 25% and cutting labour
andirrigation costs by 25-30%.

“Under UP-AGREES, part-
nerships are also being forged
with private companies for
crops such as paddy, wheat,
chilli, maize, green peas and
tomato. This will improve
market access and procure-
ment arrangements for far-

merswhile strengthening pf!
duction, collection, storage,
processing and marketing
across the value chain,” he sa-
id. The CM also announced
plans to develop a blue econo-
my ecosystem in the state by
integrating aguaculture with
science, technology, proces-
sing and entrepreneurship.
Through its partnership with
Aquabridge, govt plans to con-
nect fish farmers, cooperati-
ves and entrepreneurs with
modern technologies and trai-
ning programmes, with a spe-
cial focus on Al-based aqua-
culture management, automa-
ted feeding systems and capa-
city building.

He said an integrated aqu-
aculture project spanning 60
acres is beingdeveloped under
theIMC Industrial Corridor in
TUnnao. The project includes
proposals for a hatchery, feed
manufacturing unit, proces-
sing facility and a dedicated
training centre.

Govt has proposed setting
up a mega food park and agri-
export centre near Noida In-
ternational Airport.



