CM meets WB officials to roll
out 32,500 cr Purvanchal plan

7 Bundelkhand
Dists May Also
Be Included
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Lucknow: To address eco-
nomic disparity in Purvan-
chal, chief minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday met
World Bank officials to dis-
cuss the rollout of aRs2,500-
crore, five-year project.
Targeting 28 districts in
the region, with plans to ex-
pand investment, employ-
ment and entrepreneurship
beyond agriculture, the CM
discussed the proposed Ut-
tar Pradesh Enabling Dis-
trict-Led Economic Growth

(UP-EDGE) project
World Bank officials.

Preliminary Project Re-
portis proposed to be sentto
govt of India, and seven dis-
tricts of Bundelkhand may
also be included in the pro-
ject.

Purvanchal accounts for
around 40% of UUP’s popula-

5-YEAR PROJECT

tion but contributes Rs 7.07
lakh crore, or about 27.6%,
to the state’s GDP. In cont-
rast, the 30-district Western
region accounted for Rs
12.431akh crore, or 48.5%, of
thestate’s GSDP.
Purvanchal’s per capita
income is around 45% below
the state average, while ne-
arly 80% of the workforce is
enpaged inagriculture.

with

The project proposes dis-
trict-specific economic
plans based on local resour-
ces and potential, with grea-
ter emphasis on manufactu-
ring and services. Agro-pro-
cessing, tourism, healthca-
re, education, e-commerce,
datacentresand Digital Dis-
tricts have heen identified
aspotential growth areas.

The govt also plans to
strengthen the One District
One Product ecosystem by
improving product design
and packaging to meet glo-
bal market requirements.

Around 10,000 polyhou-
ses are proposed, along with
measures to promote agri-
cultural processing.

The project also envisa-
ges the development of aro-
und one lakh new enterpri-
ses and greater participa-

tion of women entreprene-
urs.

Skill development in
Varanasi, Gorakhpur and
Prayagraj, along with op-
portunities in Medicities
and health tourism, are also
partof the proposal.

Yogi said investment
plans should be prepared
district-wise, keeping local
requirements, available re-
sources and economic op-
portunities in view. He also
stressed increasing the role
of manufacturingand servi-
ces in Purvanchal's develop-
ment.

The proposed district-
led approach comes against
abackdropof unevenecono-
mic development within the
state, as flagged in a recent
assessment by the 16th Fi-
nance Commission.



