UP eases land use
conversion norms
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Lucknow: In a major dere-
gulation push aimed at boos-
ting real estate investment,
the Uttar Pradesh govt has
delegated powers to local de-
velopment authorities to
approve land-use conversion
for plots up to 6,000 sq metres,
while introducing time-bo-
und clearancesand rationali-
sing conversion charges un-
der amended rules notified
this month.

The amendments to the
UP Urban Planning and De-
velopment (Assessment, Le-
vy and Collection of Land
Use Conversion Charge) Ru-
lesare partof the state’sease-
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of-doing-business and dere-
gulation drive. Aimed at spe-
eding up approvals for land-
use changes, the revised
framework seeks to cut pro-
cedural bottlenecks, simplify
compliance  requirements
and support urban develop-
ment across key growth cent-
res.

So far, land-use conver-
sion proposals involved mul-
tiple layers of scrutiny and
were processed largely thro-
ugh offline procedures. Un-
der the amended framework,
development authorities
such as Lucknow Develop-
ment Authority, Kanpur De-
velopment Authority and Ag-
ra Development Authority
will be able to handle a signi-
ficantly larger number of
applications locally for plots
measuring up to 6,000 sq met-
res (around 64,600sq ft), redu-
cing dependence on higher-
level approvals and shorte-
ning the clearance process.

The move is expected to

benefit landownersand deve-
lopers seeking to undertake
residential, commercial and
mixed-use projects on vacant
parcels as well as those pur-
suingredevelopment initiati-
ves in urban areas. Industry
stakeholders believe quicker
approvals could improve pro-
ject viahility and reduce hol-
ding costsassociated with re-
gulatory delays.

The govt hasalso introdu-
ced defined timelinestoensu-
re faster disposal of applica-
ticms. While technical scruti-
ny will have to be completed
within 22 days once the appli-
cation is submitted, property
owners would be granted a ti-
me period of 60 days to re-
spond tothequeries raised af-
ter the technical valuation
along with  documents.
Objections and suggestions
to the changes proposed over
theland parcel would be deci-
ded within 30 days. Once all
the formalities are cleared
and payment ismade, final go
ahead would have to be gran-
ted within15days.

Another significant
change is the rationalisation
of land-use conversion char-
ges, The housingdepartment
said the rates were rationali-
sed following a review of
practices adopted by other
states.

Business head, Omaxe
Lid, Anjani Kumar Pandey
said, “For developers, this
means faster project laun-
ches, lower approval and hol-
ding costs, reduced depen-
dence on state-level clearan-
ces, greater predictability in
timelines, and improved via-
bility for residential, com-
mercial, mixed-use and rede-
velopment projects on urban
land parcels.”



