Yogi launches air service between
Ahmedabad and Ayodhya

Starting from January
15, there will also be
flights between
Ayodhya & Mumbai.

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Some passengers
dressed as Ram and Sita
boarded the first flight from
Ahmedabad to Ayodhya which
was virtually launched by chief
minister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday.

Expressing happiness over
the launch of the new air ser-
vice, the chief minister said,
“With this direct flight, Ayo-
dhya has become directly con-
nected with Ahmed-
abad, which is the
second place after
Delhi to be linked to
Ayodhya through
air service. Starting
from January 15,
there will also be
flights between Ayo-
dhya and Mumbai.”

He said that
another flight between Delhi
and Ayodhya would start on
January 16.” Better air connec-
tivity would contribute signifi-
cantly to tourism and business
activities,” he said. The chief
minister mentioned that the
number of air passengers in the
state increased from 59.97 lakh
in financial year 2016-17 to
96.02 lakh in financial year
2022-23, representing a growth
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rate of 29.46 per cent. He said,
“In 2016-17, Lucknow airport
received 39.68 lakh passengers,
Varanasi had 19.16 lakh, Gor-
akhpur 54,000 and Prayagraj
45,000, while in 2022-23, Luc-
know welcomed 52.20 lakh
passengers, Varanasi 25.21
lakh, Gorakhpur 7.18 lakh and
Prayagraj 5.71 lakh passen-
gers.”

Yogi said, “ Five years ago,
Ayodhya had a small airstrip,
but today Maharishi Valmiki
International Airport is opera-
tional. Ayodhya is now a
sought after destination for
everyone and the government
has improved its road, rail and
air connectivity, in keeping
with the Prime Minister’s
vision.”

“Lucknow airport currently
operates 84 flights
per day to 13 national
destinations. Simi-
larly, Varanasi air-
port offers 34 flights
per day to national
destinations, Gorakh-
pur has 6 flights to 4
destinations, Prayag-
raj has 11 flights to 10
destinations, Agra
has 6 flights to 6 destinations,
Kanpur has 3 flights to 3 desti-
nations and Bareilly has 3
flights to 3 destinations every
day”, CM added.

RK Singh, special director of
IndiGo Airlines,said IndiGo
operated 165 flights per day
from seven airports in Uttar
Pradesh. He assured that there
would be further expansion in
the coming days.

72
—=

&

b

hdGo.

Inauguration of

| IndiGo's flight o
. from ﬁl}odht,lo ot
L w0 Fbmedabagy

e

s
HVh Yol Aclitgnma s,

fung
PN T Mg
Hiht - 5 7
£ g -
B2 117 oy

-

-

——

flight.

Chief minister Yogi Adityanath virtually inaugurating the IndiG

SOURCED

NEW DELHLI: Union civil avia-
tion minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said on Thursday
that five new airports would
be inaugurated in Uttar Pra-
desh in one month.

He was speaking at the vir-
tual function for the inaugu-
ration of flight service by
IndiGo from Ayodhya to
Ahmedabad.

He said the inauguration
of five new airports in Uttar
Pradesh in one month would
take the total number of air-
ports in the state to 19. The

Uttar Pradesh to have five
more airports, says Scindia

airports will come up at
Azamgarh, Aligarh, Morada-
bad, Chitrakoot and Shrav-
astiin the state,

Regarding Ayodhya air-
port, Scindia said the second
phase expansion would start
soon and more flights would
be connecting the city. The
Ayodhya airport would be
expanded and the runway
would be extended that
would allow landing of big-
ger aircraft and operation of
international flights.
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