Lucknow is now known for
defence sector mfg: Pathak
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Lucknow: Lucknow has co-
me to being identified as an
educationaland medicalhub
in recent years, said deputy
chief minister Brajesh Pat-
hak while delivering the key-
note address at the Lucknow
edition of TOI Dialogues.

“The arrival of private
players is one thing, but pub-
lic health services have been
strengthened in a big way
Though centres like Sanjay
Gandhi Post Graduate Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences and
King George's Medical Uni-
versity remain overwhel-
med with patients, they ser-
ve as the penultimate centre
of hope in healthecare for the
middle class.” Pathak admit-
ted that the govt health sec-
tor was facinga crisis of doc-
tors but asserted that
the state was awa-
re of the demand
and had rolled out
measures to miti-
gate the crisis.
“Before 2017, there
wereaboutadozen
medical colleges in .
state but today, under the
programme of ‘one district
one medical college’, the sta-
te has been able to provide 65
functional medical colleges.
We are also the only state to
engagespecialistdoctorsata
fee of their choice to ensure
that services in peripheral
areas,” hesaid.

He also noted that the sta-
te has paid emphasis and at-
tention onquality in medical
and health sector and is, the-
refore, working to boost the
resources in nursing and pa-
ramedical layers as well.

Pathak also listed how
the city’s business and
MSME base was growing.
“In the 1980s and 1990s, Luck-
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ROOTING FOR PROGRESS: Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak meets former
India hockey captains Zafar Igbal and Jagbir Singh at TOI Dialogues

now was a laidback city of
service class people. There
were just a few industries,
But today, Lucknow is a na-
me in the defence sector ma-
nufacturing and is
set to manufac-
ture the presti-
gious BrahMos
Missile —a proto-
type of which
has been put up
at the state capi-
tal’'s 1090 square.

The journey has just begun,

and the state is set to scale
new highs with the one tril-
lion-dollar economy goal on
board,” said Pathak.

The deputy CM said that
the best thing about Luck-
now was its cosmopolitan
and  well-accommodating
culture which makes it
warm, unlike big cities whe-
re next-door neighbours are
not aware and concerned
about each other. “Unlike
Delhi, Mumbai or Bengalu-
ru, people in Lucknow share
abondwiththeirneighbours
andarewillingtohelpasand
when required,” he said.

Pathak also lauded the
people of Uttar Pradesh for

adapting and upskilling
themselves to match the ne-
eds of the modern world and
to embrace development.
“The state has progressed
with the combined efforts of
the government, private sec-
tor, and the people in gene-
ral,” he said.

Lauding TOI's effort to
bring vision and voices from
different walks of life on a
common platform, he said:
“The Times of India brings
in irrefutable credibility
with it. We have verified the-
irreportsatourlevel onseve-
ral occasions and found
them true and unbiased.
What makes the brand even
more reliable is its effort to
present views besides news
through platforms like this
one. We will be happy to in-
clude suggestions gathered
at this event for a policy
rejig.”

The event was sponsored
by Apco Infratech Private Li-
mited. The firm’s director,
Amit Singh, said: “The inter-
face between government
and private experts through
such programmes is always
beneficial for the societv.”

Spotlight on
Kashi at TOI
Dialogues

Lucknow: The concluding
edition of TOI Dialogues will
be held in Varanasi on
Thursday at the scenic Taj
Gangesand will see celebriti-
es, bureaucrats and experts
discussing the transforma-
tion and growth of Varanasi.

Advisor to UP CM, Awa-
nish Awasthi will deliver the
keynote address, while ac-
tors Vikrant Massey and
Shweta Tripathi will engage
with the audience in a firesi-
de chatsession. TOI Dialogu-
es will focus on the contribu-
tion of Varanasi in UP’s
growth. Panellists compri-
sing authors, historians, co-
lumnists, folk singers and
poets would share their tho-
ughts on UP’s vibrant pre-
sent and future in various
sessionsat the event.

Sportspersons like Anju
Bobby George, former hock-
ey player Sardar Singh, Ka-
baddi star Rahul Chaudhari
and UFC fighter Puja Tomar
will deliberate on advancing
athletics aspirations in Var-
anasi. Officials like UP tou-
rism director Prakher Mish-
ra and Varanasi divisional
commissioner Kaushal Raj
Sharma would delve on the
impactof developing infrast-
ructure on Varanasi.

Authors Anuj Dhar, Vik-
ram Sampath and Abhijit
Chavda would speak on the
intersection of history and
modern politics while ex-
perts like Yatindra Mishra
and Pankaj Bhadoria will
share thoughts on the cultu-
ral tapestry of Varanasi.



